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THE SMITHSONIAN TORCH 

(Published monthly for the anployees of the Smi. thsonian Ins'!;i tution) 

JanuarY' 1956 

!he 8I1thaon1&D·. ~ 
at Regents .. ts this year Q1l 

Prtday, Je:auar:f 13. As bas 
been the custc:a 1n recent ye&rIi, 
a d1Dner is bel.d in the Great 
Ball of the Sldtbac:m1aD Bu1ld1D& 
_ the eYeD1Dg before this 
&D1!Qal JleetiDg. At the d1Jmer a_ of the JIOst 1Dterest1D& 
acqa.1.itions of the y-.r in · 
tba SIa1 tbaold an D18etDI8 are 
diapl.&yed. Usaal.ly .everal. 
.-Mra at the research staff · 
are 1lrt1ted to tell aboo.t s .. 
:1JQortant part of their reaearch 
in :progress. . 

:rev start ..men baTe had 
a cbIU1ce to .eet Or eftD see 
their Regents. Sale haft asked 
vbat the c1uties of the Board 
are aDd boW it woru. ~ tbeM, 
the answer is that the Repnts 
watch over the affairs of tbe 
SIlitbaon1&D and go.1cle ··it. 
policies Te'rY .,.ch aa a board 
or tIusteea aerYes a coUeP 
or a board ot directors .. ne. 
a oorporatiClll. 

Row the SId. thaOD1an ca.a 
1;0 bave a Board ot Regent. aD4 
lMRr tbey are choseD i. -
1.D4IereartiDS stor:Y. 

WlIeD J .. s Sld.tbacD left 
his fortune to the ·UDited states 

. 1;0 found the IJurtitutiCll tl:&t 
beara his DaM, it be~ nece.­
-.ry to set up an organ1satiClll 
to receive and adm' n1 s1ier it. 

. After eight years or CQ1l8ia.ratiOD, · 
a bill creat1llg the SllitbaCDiaD 
ID8titutian va.s passed and s~ .. .l 
iDto law by Pre.ident Polk on " 
August 10, 18116. In it ~ . 
United states so].emJ,. agNecl, 
thrcJngb its elected rqresenta­
tifts in CongreeSI to act as 

liuDber 11 

perpetuaJ. guardi.&D or the In­
stituticm created to use SII1th~ 
san '. bequest. 

ftoae chosen 1;0 be 1ilIe 
:tutitutiOl1 ·itsel:t, or the 
Establ1sblllen1i, as it is uso 
e&l1ed, were the PresideDt and 
the Vice President of the United. 
states, the Chief J'Wrtice, and 
the JlllDbersot the Presic1aDt·. 
cab1Det. :rev 1Dstituticu, 
plbl1c or private, 1D this or 
&DY otber coantry, can c1a:bI 
such a dist1Dgu1sbed ~p. 

Because the Dl8titution 
is ccaposed or MD busy with 
atta1rB ot government, the 
found' ng act also created a 
Board of Regents to act for 
t .. 1n d1rect1llg the actin-tie. 
pt the Sldthacm18D. '!vo of 
these Regent. are m-bers of 
the IDat1 tutian -- the Vice 
President aDd the Chief JUUoe, 
who presicles over the Beard as 
its CbaDcellor. . '" 

Of the other., aix are 
Dl8Bbera of Ccmgre8S -- three 
traa the Senate and three ~ 
the House at BepreaentatiftS 
__ and six are priftte citiuu . 
__ two f'rca the Dl.str1ct of 
Columbia and foo.r trca d1tterent 
Btates of the Unian. '!he SeDate 
maben are DOOti nated by th8 . 
Presiaaxrt or the SeDate &D4 
those trcm the HOWIe or Bep­
resentatives by the Speaker 
of the Houae. These JU"'1 na.­
tions are ccmti:rmed by vate 
of the respeCtive Houses of 
Congress. 'l'he six citizen 
lDI!!IIbers are ~ected for a 
term of six years by joint 
resolution of Congress. The 
Regents, 1D turn, select the 
Secretary, who is executive 
bead of the SII1 thsoDian, and 
who also serves as secretar;y . 
of the Board of Regents. 



In past years many 
notable in sci ence and public 
aftairs have served on t he 
Board of Regents , i ncluding 
such men a s Louis J. Agassiz, 
James B. Angel l, Chester A. 
Arthur, Wil liam B. Astor 
George Bancroft , Alexan~r 
Grahaa Bell, Robert S. BrOOkings 
JeffersOD Davis , Millard E. ' 
Fillmore, James A. Garfield 
ABa G~, Charl es Evans Hughes 
Henry Cabot Lodge, Dwight W. ' 
Morrow, Theodore Roosevelt 
William T. Sherman, Adlai E. 
Stevenson, and William Howard 
~. 

The Board of Regents toda 
i. -ae up of the tollov:lng. :y 

Earl Warren, Chief Just i ce · 
of the l1n1 ted States 

Richard M. Nixon, Vice Presi­
dent of the United states 

Clinton P. Anderson, Meaber 
of the Senate 

Leverett SaltODBtaJ.l., Member 
~ the SeDa:t. 

B. Alexander SIIli th Membe 
of the Senate' r 

Clarence cannon, Meaber of 
tl:le House at Representatives 

Onrton Brooks, Member of the 
House of Representatives ' 

John Mo Vfyrys, Member of the I 

House of Representatives 
Arthur H. CCIIlpton, citizen 

of Missouri 
Bobert V. Fleming, citizen 

of Waah1Dgton, D. C. 
Jercae C. Hlmsaker, citizen 

of Ma8aacbllsetts 
!bree vacancies exist , 

aaong the citizen members &8 

a re80lt of the re81gDation 
of Dr. Vannevar Bush on Janu­
&l7 1 , 1956, and the deaths ' 
of Owen J. Roberts On May 17 
1955, and Harvey N. Davis em' 
Deceaber 3, 1952. 

ENCOURAGING 

. The following letter was 
rece~ved by THE TORCH :traa Mr 
Ralph Solecki, f ormerly With • 
the River Basin Surveys of the 
Sni thsonian and now With the 
Department of Anthropology 
Columbi a UniverSit y· ' 

"I have been ~ceiving 
THE TORCH regularly, for which 
I Sin~erely thank you very much. 

I hope you continue to 
pros~r aver the cCllliDg years. 

Perhaps you have not 
been aware of it, but Professor 
William Duncan strong, of the 
Department of Ant hropol ( t 
Columbia) i ggy a 

8 I!LIl al1DDlUS of the 
SIIli thsonian. I have been 
turning over my copies of THE 
TORCH t o Dr . strong, which he 
reads With much interest . " 

TORCH contribut ors 
appreciat e this letter very 
much and are taking this oppor­
tunity t o advise Mr. &Ueck1 
and t he professor that Dr. 
Strong 's name has been added 
to our mailing list . 

RIC! 

Margaret Brown, usietaBt 
curator of the dirtsian of 
:!v;;.:story, rill be -rried 
J IOapthor on Wednesday 
B azmary 18, a t 4 p .a. in a.cred 
eart Church in La Plata, Md; • 

Miss Brawn' 8 sister 1Il" .';. 

:~!-:,:~~, n1~!!s be ~tro!· ~ 
Bet8Y Moore, Will be' =r aDd 
4tlrls . 

Mr. lO&pthor va8 JllUae~ .­
aid attaChed to the dirt.ion 
ot civil history prior to hi. 
departure to head the D.A R ' 
m seua last year. • • 

c 

REDOt1!E EXllIBr! 

An exhibition ot "'Water­
colors and Prints by Redout"" 
will be on view in the toyer 
of the Batural lI1story BuildiD8 
trcD JanuarY l.5 thrOUgh February 2. 

The exhibit, sponsored by 
the Luxembourg ambassadOr, BugUes 
I.e Ge" &is, is to be circoJ.ated 
by t he SII1 tbsoni&D In8ti tution 
'rr&vel.1ng Exhibition Service. 

3 

P1erre-Joaeph Redonti 
(1759-1840) vas otficlal f lower 
pe.1nter to Marie Anto1netite at 
Trianon and to JO~ Bona-
parte at MII,.1soo. He specialized 
in the rendering of roses and li11es, 
and painted many other flowers and 
tru1 t s vi th equal. elegance and 
accuracy. Audnbon called b1JIl 
"the fl.ower p&1nter par excel-
l.eJlce. " Of the 44 works on exhibition, 
8 are lent by the LuXembourg 
state *aeum, 27 by members of 
the LuXembourg Society, and 5 by 
E. Weyhe of NeW York. 

Redout6' va.s born into a 
faaily of artists at st. Hubert, 
in a comer at the Ardennes tben 
bel.oDgj ng to Luxembourg but ' 1 

later annexed to Belguia· As 
& young JI8,Il he decorated cburcheS 
and castJ.eB, and at eighteen he 
vas painting portraits of the 
pr<I"1nent citizens. His el.der 
brother, Antoine Ferd1Jl8.1ld, I 

iDV1 ted him to Paris and pr0-
cured c(llllllissiOOs for 111m at the 
Italian 'rhe&tre. At the Jardin 
des pJ,antes he sketched fl.owers . 
and met the botanist, L ' Hlri tier 
de Brotelle. Through h1a be 
cae to London where he l.earned. 
to print plates in col.or &S well 
as new vatercol.or teclm1ques. . . 

. . , --
Later Redoute came to the " 

notice of Josephine Bonaparte 
and it vas under her munificent 
patronage that much of his work 
vas published . Napoleon pre­
sented the painter's works in 
J.n:mriou.s bindingS to the crowed 
heads of EuroI>e. 

, I J .. 

As t he London TIMES wrote 
on the occasion of the tirst 
Redou~ exhibition &t the 
*rl.borough Galleries , ~ 

. l.949 , "He was once Jm'QVD. as . the 
Rapbael of the Roses , but he 
&1.so grew t hem, : and was indeed 
a prof'aond student of the pDUB, 
introdncing many plAnts to cul.­
t ivation; there is a class known 
as Redoute' roses, of a rather 
prim and early Victorian s~11-
city. As an artist Redm:te 
vas exactly suited to 1ll.ustrate 
this ~nU8 , precise and exquisitely 
tidy in his execution, gracef'Ul. and 
wholly unaffected; he would laboo.r, 
evident~ for bours at a t ime, 
to describe a dewdrop on a petal, 
and used the same paver ot minUte 
discr1.miD&tion to d1Bt1.ngUish the 
exact cbar&cter 'of a particulAr 
species or florist 's variety." 

Roger _dol, author of a 
vol.ume c:m Red.aO.tl published in 
I,ondoD, 1954, wrote t he 1Dtro­
dnction to t he SDitbsoniaD 
catalog of the exhibition- Be 
said abou.t the artist : "In 
takiJlg nature by surprise, be 
baa recognized her el.usive 
qualities and captured her . 
beauty tar us to gaze upon quite 
unRwsmed. Bature cool.d hide 
no tlaws or secrets trc:a this ,'I 

untiring observer and ~ 
admirer; l1er tul.l beaut7 is / , 
retl.ected in his wor k .. Red.aO.te s 
,tl.overs truly live , &. c1Des his 
faM." '~l "~l 

\,:, Mrs. Al.1ce till has been 
appointed as clerk-8tenographer 
tor the division of medicine 
and po.bl1C health. Mr •• 'f1ll ~ 
transferred frail the U. S. 
nePartment of Agricul.ture. in-
Dew Jereey. 



PBABEROGAMIS'.r BACK 

A. c. SIIl1th, curator, 
di Ti8ion ot phaDer0gaDL8, 
returned OD. December 5 fran 
a 5-veek visit to EUrope, 
where he visited botanical 
inStitutions in London, 
Utrecht, Leiaen, and Brusse18. 

!he primarY object of 
Dr. SD1 this trip was attend­
ance at a week-long meeting 
at the Edi torlal CClllld ttee 
appointed by the Eighth 
International Botanical 
Congre88. 'rh18 lO--.n cc:a­
mi ttee i8 cc:aposed ot repre­
sentative8 trail the United 
State8, canada, England, 
HolJ.,and, :Bel&1l.\1Il, France, 
aemaDY, and SV1tzerla.nd. 

D18tructed by the Botanical 
Congre8s to revi8e the Internation­
al Code of Botanical l()1Ienclature 
in accordance with deci8ion8 
taken at Paris in 1954, the cc:aa1ttee 
completed i t8 work and prepared wbat 
i8 fondly con8idered a "final" 
draft ot a new edition. Publication 
is expected about the middle of 
1956, with parallel ver8ions in 
Engli8h, FreDch, and aeran. 

'!lie ca.ai:ttee doe8 not 
guarantee that the new editicn 
v1l1 80lve all the probl.eU 
of plant taxonca1sts. 

C~ ttee .embers enjoyed 
the hospitality of their col­
league8 in Roll end. '!hey were 
guest8 at receptions given by 
the rectors and the botanical 
statts of the uDiversitie8 at 
Utrecht and Leiden, and on 
one occasion they participated 
in a walk along the seacoast 
with the joint botanical 
atatt8 of utrecht and !.eiden, 
who, it i8 1"QII01'8d, sel&:8 
as80ciate so aaicably. 

It i8 hoped that 8001&1 
a.c:tiT1'\oies did not iIlpair the 
aC88Dclatural judglDeDt of tbe 
c~ttee. 

Although you. may be un­
aware of it, you bave a fai th­
tul friend with y~ constantly. 
Hi8 labors could lift yau, once 
each day of your lite, to tbe 
height of the _ire state 
Building, ar with one hour's 
work he could ll-rt a 4-ton 
truck one toot above the ground. 
In one year he tunction8 36 
m1ll1on timeS and he continUe8 
his amazing feat , without ceas1n&, 
all of your lifetime. 

r:t you. bavenlt realized 
who he is by nOW, yoo. are ~ki ng 
your heart far granted. YOIU" 
friend, yoo.r heart, can take 
quite an amoant of abu8e but 
he v1ll remain faith:rul. tor a 
15 litetime only if you. 
respect bi8 limitations and 
pay praRPt attention to any 
danger 8ignal8 he _y g1 ve yoo.. 

F1 ve fact8 you. 8hoUl.d knOW 
aboo.t heart disease: (1) SaDa 
foms of be&rt di8ease can be 
~revented ••••• a 'lev can be eared; 
(2) all heart cue8 can be cared 
for best it diagnosed early; 
(3) alJIlo8t every heart condition 
can be helped by proper treatllent ; 
(4) .o8t heart patients can keep 
em working -- otten at the.me 
job; (5) yoor "symptau" -.y not 
_an heart disease. Don't gue88, 
don't worry. See yoor dDc1;or and 
be sure. 

For information, contact 
the Washington .1~art A88ociation. 
For consultation, see your phy8ician. 

BAVE YOU BEARD 

One of the lla.rde8t secreta 
tor a man to keep, i8 hi8 
opinion of himself. 

l:D anner t. J.an 1IODt.b·. 
,-. , 'by B.L.'!'. em the d.ual.­
cou:trol ayatea at the dinosaur, 
a 8II1thaODiaD poet ccmtributes 
'UIe tollCJV1na: 

mB DIIOSAUR: RIPOftB 

lebold, iD4eed, 'the D1DOMm', ' 
~t bi-eerebral. beut of yore 
Who lad a lecCDd b raiD bell1Dc1 

t e auppl.eM'Dt the brain be­
tore . 

So vtlat! Like ua who have 
but cme, 

Be ate and drank aD4. baA hi. 
:tun 

Alld :per1~d vheD hi. ~ vu 
cl8ae. 

'lor all his cJerr1\re-~ , 
Be 41d not lift aD extra ~. 

••• Joan Alezander PQIe 

S'JULEJ :tVf'fi5R JfCIl B<*I 

, Jua't betore Chria1aaa, 
1Ir. Potter ot tbe BatiODlJ. Air 
~ atatt, who vas 'bacIQr 
1DJured AMuat 15 vh1l.e UD-
1_ding airpJAzIe part. at the 
JWl-Sa1tlaDd tac111 ty, vas 
g1ft1l a partial relAtaae traI 
'tbe lIaval. Med1caJ. Center at 
Bethe.da. Be spent Chri ....... 
])a7 with hi. :t~ but v1ll 
'be req,u1red to __ regular ) 
vi.i t. to the hospital. to take 

, plq.ical therapy treatments. 
It v1ll. probablJ' be " 

, Mftral IICIIltha ,et betore be 
cu. th1Dk ot retum1Ilg 1;0 the 
1e1Ha.. In the _aJI'i'b11e he 

, -7s it i. YQDdartul to be 
hcDe ap1D &Dcl he appreciates 
the aJV' carda, phone calls, 

. 811.4 vi.i t. :trca bi8 friends. 

A pane1 of expert8 listed 
as necessary for aupern..ory 
advancement: high fru8tration 
tole~ce; self'-aJlIJ.y818; a'bill ty 
to expre88 h08till t7 taetf'ul.lJ'; 
a real1aitie approach to objec-
101 Tea j abi11ty to accept vict017 
with controlled emoti on; lack of 
arq tenc1ency to be de8troyed by 
defeat. 

GRE.EDlGS cam 
Christmas greetiDgs to ' 

the director and statt at the 
lI&tiOD&l I61sema were received 
:trca the CouncU at A&ricu11a1re, 
Br1sba.De, Anat:raliaJ tbe Barak 
PolAr1n8titutt, 0&10, lIG1"VIQ'} " 
Dr. Abel.ardo Moreno, Bavaaa, Cuba; 
and Dr. EII1r lIezaa Ohatt&ry', 
!'ehel'8.l1, Iran. Dr. Gha:tt~ ac1decl ' 
"v1 th all J6Y thanka and. 8ineere' ' ~ 
gratitude t or the kincme •• at 7OQ' 
and ~CJQl" sta.f't dm1.D& rq 8'ta7 at . 
the 1II18eaa. n 

Dr. Kellogg reeei vecl .... qoa. 
greet1Dgs frca a correapcmdewt; 
in D. e., who aaid, nI~d like to 
congratulate yoo. people em 1;hja 
tiDe new exhibits abant the 
8clnth .AllericanD1iU 8D.. What a 
ve1ccae 1lIlprov =t OYer 7aar" 
olAer exh1bi t8 about Borth ' 
.Derieau Ind1aDs. I haft visited 
~seums abroad, and it ... 1;0 
me a shame that Uncle _ has 
lagged 80 tar behind sc.e iesser '. 
countrie8 in having good historical 
muselDU. We are proud of oar . 
beri tage and hiatory. Let ua Uow 
it in our DlUSeuma. " 

I:t anyone knOV8 at the 
whereabOtlt at Mr. and IIrs. David 
lBker or Dr. JesUs de Rub_s, 
please noti ty Correspondence and 
Records . Christ... carda have ' 
been received addre8sed to thea. 
in care of the SII1 thaon1aB. 



PBILA!BLY ~s MILLIOB 

'!be di nsion ot philately 
... Jut e<apl.eted the lIOat 
uti Te 6 acmth acce.siOD1ng 
periocl 111 its hiatory. Well 
OYer 300,000 specimen. were 
aclded. trc:a i&Jor accessions 
ala. 

Possibly the _at 1aportaD1; 
acce.sieD vu recei Ted trca 

. t ozmer Poatmuter General J .. _ 
.A.. Farley. It conaisted ot 
alIIoat 31,000 .:pecmens trc:a 
hi_ persOD&l collection. '!'here 
are ortg1Dal sketches tor. ata.p 
ae.1gD8 by PresideDt J'renk11 D 

D. ROOHTel.t and .iped. or 
1111 ti&led by h1a; tu.ll sheets 
--tira1; ot'f the presses--auto­
graphed. by the late Pre.iunt 
and his Post.ater General; 
tirat-day cover.; and a cc-.plate 
eollectiQD ot lIaticmal Air *i1 
Week Ccmtr •• 

.A. vorldvide col1.cticm 
ot appraxiately 10,000 vanetie. 
vaS neei ved tna lira. Theodore 
ShemaD Paaer, widoW ot the 
late Dr. T. 8. PalJIer, noted 
Wauti .pOD orn1 tholog1at. 
General Services AdII1n1atration 
traDaterred close to 146,000 
apec:1MDa :trca aD. "abanckmed

lt 

collection held s1l1ce World 
War II by the Judge AdTocate 
GeDaral, U. 8. ~. 

__ c1al d.onationa 1Dcluud 
a 3-T~ collection ot ~ 
B •• 1, Bu.8siau Local.a, a 30-
TolUM collecti on ot InMaD 

hucJator,y States, a Swi.s col-
1ec:tioD, Ital i an state. pre-
8'tUIp coyer., and .earce 
varieties such &8 iJmIrts 
&Del 1IIpertorate8. 

Major danor. dur1Dg thi. 
period included BrDest Lowen­
stein, Dr. MUtord Golden, 
JGlm P. V. Beimll1 J1 er, noyd 
T. starr, Pb1l1p B. Ward, Jr.i 
S. M. We1Dth&l, B. H. H~, 
Jr., J'a.l1ua Stolow, Dr. W11l1-

, 
Winokur and Seymour Winokur, 
and Irvin Hf"~ott. 

The division of ph1lateq 
baa DeN' passed the 1l11l1on­
apec:1aen mark, haYing doub1ecl 
ita hol.d1ngs in the past tift 
years. 

!flCB PLlCE PERIOD 

!he tol.l.w1ng quotation is 
trail "'lbe 1'&lk at the '!cMl It 
article in the Deceaber 10 
issue ot 'l'JIB BIN YOlUC.ER: 

"It kindhearted tolk 
keep on g1 T1ng the President 
th1Dgs tor hi. GettysburS taJa, 
it is eTentually so1D& to get 
&8 cluttered &8 the SII1thaOD1aD 
Institution. (The SII1thaoD1an 
i. a nice place to visit, but 
we voulc1n tt want to liTe tbere.)" 

We guess the vr1 ter vas 
Just 8Iq1Dg it because it' s tr.u.e I 
or perhaps because be baa an 
interiority ccaplex f'rcIIl lirlD& 
in lIeV York. 

ADyvay , it br1.Dgs up a 
poiDt. In the old dq., people 
did liTe in the SllithaODiaD. 
The tirst Secretary, Joseph 
Henry, and h1a taa1ly occupied. 

a two-tloor apar1aeDt in the 
east wing ot the SII1thaontan 
trca l855 untU hi. death in 
1878. His successor, Spencer 
Baird, lived in the saae apart­
ment until 1883, when he 1IOftd. 
to allow tor reaodel 1 ng anel 
tireprooting of the east v1D&. 

'1 

BA.LABCE ~ 
Assets Liab1l1ties 

!222 $ll3~tt.18 $J.33.;m.35 $J2~6.76 Loans $l28,779.11 Shares 
CUh in bank 5,304.69 9,420.20 Accounts 
Petty ca.ah 10.00 10.00 Payable 762.03 682.65 
Change tuna. 50.00 50.00 Reserve tor 
DlTestments: Bad LoaDs 9,293.35 8,782.61 
Ped. SaiDgs &I Undiv1ded 

Loan Asans. 15,684.09 12,269.32 profits 6,479.611- 5,664.08 
u.s. bonds 3,815.00 5,611.00 Notes 

::rum. &I Fixt. 24.1&0 44.1Jo Payable 4&000.00 
Prepa:l:d Exp. 1&>.00 $153,847.29 UJiO ,586.10 

$153,847.29 $i4O ,586.10 

STAi'iMEltt OF IBCCIIB ABD EXPDSES 
Expenses 

1:22! 
IneClDe 

.!2ii ~ ~ 
sty. &I supplies , 63.65 , 70.07 Intereat rec' d , 9, .96 ~,799~~~ 
D.C. League dues 216.30 211.20 ~' ;h~ 

Borrower' s 1.nB. 677.09 733.11 " ~ 

. ,I ,:,. 

Life eaTings 1.nB. 794.32 712.43 I:nccae t:rca 
Auditor t s fee 278.52 245.00 Investments 618.77 577.24 
SUpervi.ory tee 4.2.00 38.110 .: \ 

Bond prem1ua 90.00 84.22 other InCmle 36.77 29.~ 
Bank BerY'. charge 16.98 34.80 
Treasurer' s saJ.ar;y 1,320.00 1,200.00 • -'I: 

' ~ - ' .. '" 
other aalar1es. 260.00 225.00 
Misc. expenses 63.~ 3,$:~ ) 

3,822. $10,096.56 $,406.92 
Profit 6&~.14 ~&m·t $10,09 .50 ~" ('~ , . . 
~ ---- - -- --------- -- ~- - - --------- - ---- ---- - -
Leana -.de in 1954 
LOu.a .u 1111955 
Loau _de since org&n1zatiOD 
LOans ontatand1.ng December 31, 1955 
LoaDs ou.tatand1.ng December 31, 19511-
Bad 1011.Jl8 written ott since organization 
~ paid on shares since organization 
Nmaber ot .ambers Deeeaber 31, 195~ 
lfaDaber of' m.ber. Dece..ber 31, 1954 
D1v1dencla paid since organization -
U. S. SaTings Bonds sold since organization 

110. 
, ~ 

~8 
6,435 

346 
349 
28 

698 
723 
19 

6,883 



SISlER or AIR PIONEER VISI!rS 

Rnth M1 tchell, siater 
of the .late Gen. William 
Mitchell, has authored an 
iDtereat1ng biography of her 
brother trca vh:1ch excerpts 
have been taken tor the f'orth­
ccm.ng aotion picture n~ 
Court Martial. ot Billy Mitchell. It 
OIl BOft1Iber 28, she visited 
the Baticm&l Air MuelilDl in or­
der t o refresh her JIeDlOry about 
detaUs of the General t s tuoo.s 
World War I Spad airplane , which 
is exh1bi ted in the Aircraft 
BuUd1Dg. 

Miss Mitchell is much 
interested in the project f'or 
sculpturing a :ruu length 
statue of her :ra.ows brother -­
a Baticmal Air JIDeeua project 
nov going f'orvard with the 
a ssistance of' Dr. C&m1.chael, 
Mr. Beggs, and Mr. Oarber. ~ 
s culptor is BruCe Moore. 

HONORED AGAIN 

On December 29, Dr. Her­
bert Friedmann, curator of 
birds, vas honored f'or the 
secOlld t iM in a month when 
the Secretary presented l$l 
nth a certificate ot service 
carry1Dg a cash award. 

At the presentation 

, ., 

cel"elRGlDy Dr. C&r.m1chael C<llllDeJlded 
Dr. Fr1.ecb:laDn tor his outstanding 
work at the BII1. thsonian and ,t.or. .. ~ 
the honor brought to this 
!nsti tution tor haviDg been 
awarded the Lei~ Medal of' the 
Academy of' Natural. Sciences 
ot Philadelphia f'or 1955. 

.i 

Several members of the 
SII1 thaonian statt are repre­
sented by paintings and sculp­
ture 1n the 10th Annual Area 
Exhibition at the Corcoran 
Gallery of Art. The exhibition 
opened December 4 and 1s 
scheduled to close Febrnary 5. 

Jacob Ka1nen, as.ociate 
curator ot the d1v1s1on ot 
graphic arts, rece1 ved hish 
praise 111 the pre.. rev1.en, 
and his paint1ng ent1tled. 
"Warrior Bard" vas reprocJuc:ecl 
1n the front ot the catalog. 
i'he Judges &elected thi. paint­
ing &8 one of' the 22 outat&nd1ug 
works of art. 

BenJUI1n Lavles., ot the 
exh1bi ts .tat:r,'WU represented 
111 the watercolor d1 Ti.1e. 
ns "Working Boats " 'WU selected 
to 1llustrate the watercolor 
group1.Dg. _ 

l' other BII1.thaon1an exhib1tor. 
included Rowland ~on of the 
liat10D&l. Collect1on of l"1ne Arts" 
Fuller Gr1t:t'1th, dirt.1on of 
vertebrate paleontology, a d " 
Morri. PearSOll, J r., or the 
exhib1ts sta:rt. 

GOBE TO PABAMA 

" OUr f'omer Secretary, 
Dr. Wetmore., lett December 1 
for the CaDal. Zone and R~b­
lic of Panama to cont1nue his 
oni1 thological l'e-.rch tor ,. 
the Inst1tut1on on the distri­
but10n of and variat 10n aaon8 
b1rds of the Istl:Dms. Mrs. . 
Wetmore acc<Dpa.n1ed him in the 
capac1ty at f1eld ass1stant 
and, probably aore important" 
camp eookl 

George Or1:t':t'enhaseD, 
acting curator ot the di Tision 
of _dic111e and pibllc heaJ..th, 
has :been appointed to the 
tecbn1cal. c~ttee tor the 
1956 Baticaal. Health Fair. 
This exposition is designed 
as a C~ity heaJ..th educa­
ti_ project to present 1D:tor­
_tiG11 about the progress of 
_41c!ne and prcaote better ' 
peraOll&l and tam1~ health by 
prov1.c11Ds 80QDd health i ntor­
_tion ad experience •• 

1'he 7a1r v1ll b.e apcm­
sored by the Medical Society 
tor the D1atr1et of Columbia, 
the Va aM ngton Board ot ~, 
the Junior CMaber ot C~rce, 
aM. the Health Section, UD1 ted 
~nit;y Services, in cooper­
at10n with o:t':t'1c1al ad vol:an­
tar,y health organizat1ona, 
gavel"aGt aDd private insti­
tutiona and rea.rch centers. 

J'ACI LIftBD 

!he l903 l-c;yl.1Dder 
(:.Ai"M baa ~ h.a &'tter 
"iDS HD't t o A'U&Dt1c C1t7 
tor n atant!OIl by the C&di" ac 
D1:ri.a1_ of GeDeral Ilotor •• 

.. It n_ qorts a DR' ~ . 

ADa. red J&1.nt job aa4 1. fitted 
111 th tufted black 'pnu:1De . 
leather uphol.ater,y. Alao, 1t . .• 
1. e~ppe4 vith the DW tires 
that were preMDted by Barft7 
:r1re1l'tal:le, Jr., 111 19511-. : . 

It 70U want to ... a 
brud. D8V' 1903 C&41llac, 'be 
sure to ns1t the Aut.ob1le 
Ball in the Arts &D4 IDdnatr1.s 
:BaU41q. 

..;.f.t 

WRIGB! BRarmms·i A1I1fIVERSA.RI . 

December 17 marked the 
52nd ILDD1Teraary of the t1rst 
powered and controlled tught 
by ... ill a heavier-than-air 
cran. OIl this most historic 
date Q11 the artat10n calendar, 
the tl;y1l'l8 tratern1 ty gathered 
at the Sheraton- Park Hotel to 
honor . the Wright Brothers anel 
review another ;year or 1apres­
.1"1e progres.. Princip&l. 
speakers were the V1ce PreA;~ 
dent ot the United State. aDd 
the AIab&.sador of Great Bri­
tain. Decorat1ona, includiDs 
brcmze sculptures of the Wright 
Brothers aDd a seale JIOCIel of 
the "K1 tty Hawk" :tlyer, were 
tnrn:iahed 'by the BatiGD&l. A1r 
MwIeua. Secretary C&DI:1chllel 
aDd 1Ir. Garber repl"eHllted 
the SlaithaOD1an at this occa­
s1cm. 

PRIIR D!IRD 

'!he ata:r:r at Preer 
0&l.l.er7 bade goocl-'bye -
Bovaber 30 to Bctn.r4 Va . 
Leer. Pf# the taR fift yeara 
1Ir. " .. Leer .. ned. at the 
sale. cle.k of the Qa" er'7. i' 

At a -.u tannrell p&rtJ', 
his t ellow workers preaente4 
h1a with a wallet ~1Dinl 
caah to viah ·lJla. vell Ul*l 
his ret1raeBt. 1Ir. V .. 
Leer 1. l.eaT1Dg Vallh1DSt-
to enter the ..... oa1c Bcae 
111 phil adelphia, where -
spent _ab of his 7outb• 



"Give lie the 
to accept What can:!tl'eD1 t y 
g1 ve me the COtlrage t be changed; 
what caa be I"l.A __ ", 0 eha.nge 
Wis_ to kn ~~; and the 
other. " ow one ~ the 

ReinhoJ.d Niebuhr ---

~IGD J'LImats m EORoP.l 

M How often have yo.t cn...cl 
then tak:1Ds a trip to Europe aDd 

V1th a ahrug and a .igb 
IJ&1d t o Y0U1'8el1' nOb what t ...... _ 
uae Itll ' s ~ 
it! ~ DeTer be able to art'ord 

Well, t'a8teD your aat'et 
bel.t , we have news tor youl Y 

1'he J'ly1ng ftger L1De III 
operating UDder express au~t; 
of the CiT1J. AeroDautics Board 
otter. YKl"-rowad "nice t or ~ 
aployeegroupatotl.yto Baro.Pe 
- spac10aa ~e DC-4s &Del 
:;: tar a cost gener&l.l.7 le •• *300 l"OWld trip per pa ... _ 
sere fte IIOre ~aen8er8 tM 
10lMr the coat. ' 

Here's how i t worU. A 
00-4 accClBOda1;e. 68 JlUMqen 
YUh lIo Pc:JW1ds or bagag. per 
paaMliger. It eDCWlgb eap.1.oyees 
are interested 1a -k1nS the 
1'lisht, a pl.&De i . chartered 
~ ~#:r~ !'1ser L1Dea at .,.., """,000 per trip 
dur1ag t he period JUDe to Bep­
teaber. Thua, it 68 pU&eD&ers 
.ign up to!'" a am.er trip the 
cost Voal.d be $295 round trip 
to London,.AJuterdam 'D-._ 1 
or Pari .'lI ' u.A~ae s, . s; or "c35 it trip is 
ade ~ October to May t o 
the __ point •• 

10 

The planes have caator­
table interiors; the seats 
recl1ne; hot meals are served 
alOft; and two stewardesse. 
accCllrpa,Dy each :flight. i'he 
passenger list need nat be 
ellployees exclUSively, but 
.y include hu8baBda, 1I1ve. 
and children. ' 

Upon am val abroad, you 
may take advantage ot the 
.21-day tour ot Europe vhich 
includes hotel., lIe&l.s, traftl 
entrance tees, taxes on ' 
excursions, etc., tor a total. 
coat ot $238. 

JecllWle ot tM popal.aritl' 
ot these f'l1ghts &rraDceMnt. 
and reserv&tiou lIQ.st 'be __ 
Mve1'&l JIlOllths in aclvance. 
It you seri~ CODteapJ.ate 
taJd.ns advantqe or tae .. bar­
gain rates to Europe I pleue 
call. Mrs. nelda, ext. 277 
before JaDuary 23. It enOtlSh 
people express interest a 
meeting Y1l.l. be ~ to 
present all the tacts and __ 
the necessary &rra.Ilgements. 

Lett. gol All a'board! ---

1°u ~ be interested 
111 tald.ns courses a t 100&1 
colleses or universi ties or 
at the IWCA to tarther YOlU' 
education or tor social or 
recreational. reasons. cata­
logs and related 8DDOtUlcealeDts 
tor the cCllli.ns semester in 
February are available in the 
rack alODgside the door or 
the Persounel Off'ice. Help 
yoarsalt. 

AIR MAIL TALK 

Back in 1918 -1920 the 
present curator or the National 
Air Maseum was in the Postal 
AT1ation Service. That was 
when the firat ContinuOllsly 
acheduled public service air­
plane all rou:te vas established 
between Waah1ngtOll, Ph1lad.elph1a, 
and Nev York. 

At the request of t he Basers­
town, Md.., chapter ot the Insti­
tute ot Aeronautical. Sciences, 
Mr. Garber recalled those ad­
venturous days in a talk g1 Tell 

at the Hotel Alexander in that 
city on December 13. About 
100 members of the Institute 
were there, principally the 
eng1 Deer:l.ns persOllJlel or the 
nearby Fairchild Aircraf't 
Ccapany. 

Start1ns with the use ot 
carrier pigeons and trained 
geese by the ancients and in­
clud.:1ns a reference to the 
tly1ns gods of mythological 
lore, Mr. Garber spoke of the 
ca.rry1ng of mall on early 
balloon ascents in the lAtter 
18th century I and. then the 
outstancl1ng instances ot bal­
loon air mall dnr1.ng the 
Franco-Prussian War, 1810-
len, when 54 balloons were 
released ca.rry1ng over 12 tOllS 
of mall trom besieged Paris 
to the outer prov1nce s of 
France. Folloving the inven­
tion ot the airplane by the 
Wright Brothers, heaT1er­
than-a.1r cra:f't were t irst used 
tor mail carrying in 1910. 

Mr. Garber reviewed the 
early temporary air mail 
services and followed this 
with personal recollections 
of the days when he helped 
t o fly the mall. He t old how 

II 

extension ot a.ir mail routes 
f ran coast to coast and the 
g:radnal transfer ot the govern­
mental air mall lines to private 
operations formed the basis for 
the present vast Call1llercial air 
l ine system. The taJ.k vaa 
illustrated by slides and motion 
picturese 

rmar S.l. CBRl8l'MAS PARrY 

Christmas has not always 
been celebrated at the Sarl. th­
sonian. Indeed, until 1948, 
the SD1thsonian had. no visible 
Christmas spir1t. !his dis­
turbed a number of us, but 1 t . 
'VaS a relAtively new empl.oyee, 
BOb Jenkins , aid in archeology', 
who did SClllethiDg about it. 
, With the help of several 
coworkers--Eugene Greer and 
Charles Terry especiaJ.ly--he 
arranged for a program t o be 
held at noon on Christmas Eve 
ill the auditorium of the 
Natural History Buil cl1ng. 
Origi n a ll y intended tor the 
ellpJ.oyees in that building, 
the program they planned was 
so good t hat all Sm1 thsonian 
employees were inv1 ted to 
attend. 

Charles Terry, aid in 
archeol ogy (now retired) read. 
the Christmas story as recorded 
in Luke ' s Gospel. A chorUs ot 
empl.oyees, directed by Mr. 
Jenkins, led the sta:f't in 
Christmas carols. Robert 
Croggon, guard (now retired), 
played t'Wb1 te Christmas n as 
aD accordion solo, and Dr. 
Charles G. Abbot, (retired 
Secretary) played a cello solo, 



accanpa.nied on the piano by 
Loyal. B. AJ.drich (retired 
director of the Astrophysical 
Observatory). Mr. Jenkins 
sang a solo from the Messiah 
and at' . Wetmore (then Secretary) 
gave a few words of greeting. 
The program ~losed With the 
singing of "Silent Night." 
Those present recall this as 
one of the nicest events that 
ever took place in the Natural. 
History Building. 

The program was so well 
received that it was repeated 
in 1949, With a few changes. 
Paul Garber sang a solo, and 
the stage was decorated With 
Christmas baskets of food 
contributed by employees. 
In 1950, appreciating a good 
idea, the administration made 
the Christmas party "o:f'f'icial" 
~ it to the Great BAll 
of the Sn1thsonian Building, 
where it has becClDe an annual 
event. 

!rbank you Bob, for setting 
a moat pleasant precedent: 

NEW APPOINTMENTS 

Junior Clerk: 
Eugene C. McClain 

Clerk-Typist: 
Billie R. Hanley 
Frances Antooak08 

Clerk: 
EJ .1 De J. SIni th 

Laboratory Aid: 
Mary S. Ritter 

File Clerk: 
Donald L. Wheeling 

Laborer: 
George E. McCann 

IlL 

SEPARATIONS 

Norman M. Chamberlain 
Larry G. Bolling 
William N. Garrett 
Ernest W. Godwin 
Philip F 0 Reith 
Marguerite E. Stallings 
JoAnn L. Sciannella 
John C. Leonard 
Philip Drucker 
CaddieL. Parker 
Isidore Raubfogel 
James Zimmerman 
Charles T. Terry 
Nancy R. Curtler 
Edmund I. Kovach 
Willie A. Greene 
!Avid F. stanbock 
AJ.bert W1ll1ams 
DonaJ.d E. Trautman 
John J. Lighter Jr. 
BaroldW. Draper 
ClArence M. Condrey Jr. 
John E. Camp 
Minna P. QUl 
Violet W. Moyer 

HALF PINT 

A petite young ~ in 
one of our scientific depart­
ments recently Vlmt With a 
group to the blood bank to 
g1 Te a pint of her blood. 
She was much chagrined to 
learn thP.t donors must weigh 
110 pounds to g1 ve a pint. 
She weighed almost 110 but 
the doctor said be Could 
accept only a halt pint. But 
she shouldn' t feel badly about 
it. Her halt pint might save 
the life of a childl 

The Freer Gallery of Art 
announces a series of illus­
trated lectures on oriental 
art to be held in the gallery 
auditorium during the winter 
and spring of 1956. 

The prognas are as follows' " . Umayyad. Art, the Art of 
an Elllpire, tt by at'. Oleg 
Grabar of the University of 
Michigan on Tuesday, January 17, 
at 8:30 p.m. 

"'!'he Art and Arch1 tecture 
of the Age of Solaaon," by 
Prof. William F. Albright of 
The Johns Hopkins University 
on Tuesday, Febl"U.&l"Y 14, at 
8:30 p.m. 

''Western Scenery through 
Chinese Eyes, tt by Chiang Yee, 
artist and author, on Ttle,~, 
March 13, at 8:30 p.m. 

''Early Chinese Figure 
Painting, n by Laurence Sickman 
of the William Rockhill Belson 
Gallery of Art on Tuesday I' 
April 17, at 8:30 p ••• 

SPEAKS BEFORE HI8roRIANS 

Dr. Cli:f'f'or d Evans, 
associate curator of the 
division of archeology, 
participated, by invitation, 
in the Latin .American Histor­
iograPhy session dnr1ng the 
annual meeting of the Ameriean 
Historical Association. 

The session was held 
December 28 at the Mayflower 
Hotel .• 

at'. Evans spoke on 
"Recent Trends in ArcheOlogical 
Research on the Indigenous 
CUltures of Latin America." 

I~ 

Anthropologist Evans 
hopes that the M storians 
gained sauething fran t his 
exposure t o another discipline, 
but he ~s that some of the 
discussion following the ses­
sion convinced him that JDaDy 

historians still have various 
concepts of "culture." 

VERY FRIENDLY 

Specimens ot SC118 of the 
world's most venomous serpents 
bave just been added to the \ 
collections of tbe SIa1 tlaaan1_ 
Institution. They are sea 
snakes of the South P&citic, \ 
collected on the shore of Koror 
18land in t he P&l.&u group by 
Frederick BlQ-er of the division 
of marine invertebrates who ' 
recently returned trca a fiel.cl~ 
trip there. 

The creatures are at 'I,~ 

least as deadly as &Dy cobra. 
A bite &l.aost certainly would 
be fatal. to a ht1aan being • . 0' 

Yet mtj.ve children play with. 
these snakes with cca:plete 
1lIIpunity. They pick them up 
and, toss them traa one to an­
other, Just as .Allerican 
children play "catch. n '!here 
is no record that any child ever 
b&s been bitten • Neither has 
&Dyb~ else in the Palaus, . . ... ; 
and natives look upon the rep­
tiles with canplete inditf.erence. 
According to another story, .~ 
natives scaet1:mes fish With- .\:e s 

sea snakes, holding them by 
the tail. '!'he snake pokes 
about ±n crevices; and when 
it catches a fish, the fisber­
un pulls it out. 



Personally I Bayer says I 
he neTer witnessed the snake­
tossing game but it vas de­
scribed to him by highly 
reliable witnesses. The fish 
story is just a pal auan "fish 
story." 

The tera "sea snake I It 

Bayer sa;ys I may be ICllleYhat 
of a misnaaer. Actually the 
creatures spend most ot their 
days asleep among rocks on 
the beaches. 'they are excel­
lent tree cl.1Dlbers and like 
to sun themselves in tree 
crotches. At dnskl however I 
they move oat to the reefs I 
Where I presumably I the an1ma] S 

spend most ot the night pur­
suing BJDall. tisbasl their 
principal food. They naturally 
are excellent swimmers I and 
their bodies have been somewhat 
modified to adapt thea tor sea 
life. They haTe tlattenedl 
paddle-like ta1l.s. 

Fortunatelyl on land at 
least I they are sluggish and 
nonaggressive. '!'bey cannot 
be indnced to bite and will 
suffer almost any indignity 
vi thout striking back. About 
the only v&y a person would 
be likely to be bitten would 
be by stepping directly on 
the head of one of' these snakes 
with bare teet. This is an 
unlikely event, tor the sea ,t '11 
snakes d9 not speild any time 
under shall.aw vater where , 
they would be a peril. for e 
bathers. 

Salle are quite beautiful. 
Those obtained by Bayer were 
banded with black ·and white .. 
The largest vas about 5 feet 
long. Their capture entails 
little d1f'ticulty, Bayer says. 
It is s1.m:ply a matter of' pinning 
down the head with a stick &Ad 
picking up the snake by the l~~~~ 

It 

He bad hoped to bring his 
specimens to Washington alive 
for exhibit at the Zoo. Un­
fortunately they died in traasit. 

LIBRARY RETIREES 

8IIIi thaonian friends 
recently bade Godspeed to 
two members of' the library 
staff' Who were retiring to 
private lite. 

By optional retirement 
on November 30, Mrs. Ruth 
Wenger Dawson left the Govern­
ment service after more than 
36 years of which 32 bad ~en 
spent in the Sm1 thsonia.n 
l;nsti tution. ,,' .. 
, Miss Minna Gill, , w~ose 
resignation became ef'f'ective 
December 31 after 13 yearJJ 
of, service, bas the unique ' , 
dlstinction ot being doublY 
a , Sm1 thsonian secQlld-generation 
"ehi,ld. " Both her father, 
I)eLancey Gill, ,and her IlOthe;r~. A 

Mary Wright ·Gill, were artists 
wp,o 1.llustrated many .. ot, the~J.· j 
PQ.bl1catiQDS Qf the, Bureau ... , 
of , American Ethnology. DeLancey 
Qill ' had been on the .sta.:tf' of' 
the Bureau tor more than 40 .. "'q 
years when he retired in, 1932. 

\ 
FIRST VISr.r HOME 

Early in December Lawrence 
L. Tanayckl admini strative 
assistant at the. River Basin 
Surveys headqwarters in Lincolnl 
Nebr., and Lee G. Madisonl 
laboratory and field assistant 
for the Surveys I spent several 
days vis1 t1ng the Sm1 thsonian 
buildings here in Washington. 

They transported a load 
of fragile archeological speci­
mens, collected by Missouri 
Basin Project field parties 
last summer I from the Lincoln 
laboratory to the National 
Museum and took advantage of 
the opportunity to becane better 
acquainted with "hane base." 

After helptul discussions 
with the personnel, purchasing, 
and finance divisions I Tansyck 
returned to Lincoln with a 
better understanding of what 
makes the Smithsonian wheels 
go around. 

PUBLISHED IN DECEMBER 

Sm1 thsonian Miscellaneous Col­
lections: 

"New Cretaceous Brachiopoda 
f'rClll Arizona, " by G. A. Cooper 
(18 pages, 4 plates). 
Proceedings of the National Museum: 

itA Further Contribution 
to the Ornithology of Northeastern 
Venezuela, It by Herbert Friedmann 
and Foster D. Smithl Jr. (62 
pELge&1 5 figures, 4 plates). 

''Modification of Pattern 
in the Aortic Arch System ot 
Birds and Their phylogenetiC 
Significance," by Fred H. Glenny 
(97 pages, 12 tigureS). 

I~ 

"Three Miocene Porpoises 
frcm the Calvert Cliffs, Marylandl " 
by Remington Kellogg (54 pages, 
1 figure l 21 plates). 

"Contributions to the NaDeD­
claturel SystematiCS, and Morphology 
of the Octocora1l1al" by Frederick 
M. Bayer (14 pages, 8 plates). 

Contributors to this Issue 

Alvin Goins 
Frank Bruns 
John Pope 
Daisy Fields 
Jack Lea 
Lucile Hoyme 
Burton Gilbard 
Helena Weiss 
George McCoy 
Frank Roberts 
Tol'7l Clark 

Ernie Biebighauser 
Clara SWaJ..len 
Paul Oehser 
Smith Oliver 
Annemarie Pope 
Mvy Phillips 
Paula stem:pl.~~ 
Paul Garber ' 
Leila Clark 
Bill Crockett 
Emmett Holton 

ANNUAL MEETING 

The annual J,lleeting of the 
Smi thsonian Credit Union 
will be held on Jarroary 
17, 1956 at 3.00 p.m. in 
room 43 of the Na turl;ll 
History Building. 


