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Report on the Department of Mammals in the

U, S National Museum (g8<%

—

)y Frederick W. True, Curator.

R A e

In my last report I stated that ﬁho chief feat-
ures of the year's work were the re-arrangement of almost
the entire exhibition series in new and specially adapted
cases, and the replacement of a portion of the defective
material in the study series by the purchase of fresh
specimens. During the past year the work has progressed
along the same lines, but some special tasks were also
undertaken, the principal of which was the preparation
of a large series of specimens fdr exhibition in the
Ohio Valley Centennial Exposition in Cincinnati.

The idea of representing the more important

mammals of North America by groups of specimens
VA s gy B U0

7 {

nied by accessiome= indicative of the habits and natural

accompa-

surroundings of the species, which had been for some

e il

time under econsideration, was carried into execution by




Mr. Hornaday, Chief Taxidermist.

Five groups have been placed in the exhibition
hall, one of which, a group i is one of the
largest and most carefully executed
be found in any museum.

More valuable material has been acquired by
purchase and exchange and less by donations than in pre-~
vious years.

Some interesting specimens were received from
two collectors sent out by the Smithsonian Institution.
With one or two exceptions very little material has been

ived from persons in the
Government.
llo descriptions of new species of North Amer-

ican mammals have been published during the year, though

announcements of the discovery of several have been made

to some of the seientific societies.

Notes on important accessions.
-~ - - 1%

-

North America. Selections were made from

several collections of small mammals made by Mr. F.A.

Stephens in the San Francisco Mts., Arizona, and the




San Bernandino Mts., California. These included spec-

imens of Spermophilus tereticaudus, Dipodomys deserti,

Thomomys talpoides perpallidus and other species of ro-

dents not previously well represented in the collection.

Two specimens of an undescribed variety of Haplodon major

from Pt. Reyes, California, were purchased from Mr. C.X.

Worthen. A fine skin of an unusually large male moose

was obtained from Mr. A. B. Douglas of Eustis, Maine.

It is intended that this specimen shall form the chief

figure in a group. Dr. J.C. Merrill, U.S.A. forwarded

from Fort Klamath, Oregon, a considerable collection of
small mammals, in addition to those sent last year.

During his last tour through the western territories,

Mr. Hornaday obtained among other specimens a very fine
g 3

: 1. k 3 :
pair of wapti antlers in the "velvet." Not less inter-

esting and valuable were two specimens of the striped

Dolphin Lagenorhynchus acutus, which were presented by

the U.S. Fish Commission. They were obtained by the
officers of the Commission's schooner Grampus south of
Cape Cod, lMassachusetts. A fine Mountain Goat skin was

purchased from Mr. E. C. Babcock.




only important collec-

tion from this reg was 16 considerable one made by
Mr. Charles H. Townsend i e vieinity of the Segovia
Hondurag. This 1 1ded a valuable series of
specimens of an undescribed de which has simple ant-
lers like the species of the sub-genus Coassus, but which
nevertheles D@ E to belong to the sub-genus Cariacus.

o ] 7 e s o) <
Prof. Alfred Duges presented a specimen of the rare mead-

ow mouse Arvivola quasiater from the valley of Mexico.

0ld World. The most important exotic mammals
obtained dﬁ;;;é the past year were those received from
Prof. H.A., Ward in exchangg for skins of llorth American
species. The colleetion ineluded several lemars, cats,
civets, squirrels and kangaroos, all of which were of
species new to the museum series. The Zoological So-

ciety of Philadelphia, through Mr. A.E. Brown, presented

a fine male Harnessed Antelope Tragelaphus scriptus, an

Indian squirrel Scuirus bicolor and a Moar Monkey Semno-

-
/

pithecus maurus. lir. Valdemar Knuds¢n presented two

additional specimens of the bat found in the Sandwich

Islands. This is a species of Atalapha, which is ap-

parently distinct from those hitherto described and I




have chosen for it the name of Atalapha semota.

F.A. Lucas presented a skull of Burchell's Zebra. A skull
and skeleton of the Ziphoid whale, known as Ziphius
grebnitzkii, were received from Mr. N. Grebnitzky,

obtained them from Bering Island.
&

Routine Work.

In my last report I stated that new cases for
almost the entire exhibition series were received at the
end of Tﬂo fiscal year. The month of July, 1887 was
spent in planning the interior fittings for these
and in rearranging the collection. The improvement
the appearance of the collection resulting from this
work has been much commented upon by persons visiting
the museum.

The new wings added to the large wall-cases
were fitted with shelves and bases, and the one intended
for the seals was fitted with srecimens. The east wing,
intended for the large ruminants, has not been arranged.
Before the plans had been finished, the majority of the

specimens were in requisition for display in the Cincin-

nati Exposition, and no permanent installment could b
ma

S
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of the Humpback Whale, which had

9

standards at the south end
suspended from the roof. By
e floor-space was made available

for other purposess

By far the most important additions to tt exX=-

hibition series were the groups already alluded to.

of the works representing the bison, prarie wolf or
coyote, opossum, prong-horn antelope, and prarie dog,
have been placed in the hall. The bison-group occupies
a case about 17 feet long, 12 1/2 feet wide and 9 feet
high. All the groups were designed by Mr. W.T. Hornaday
and were executed by himself assisted by Messrs. J. Pal-
mer, A.H. Forney and "m. Palmer. Great pains were taken
to make the groups true to nature, and in the case of

+

the bison, coyote and antélope, the turf, bushes and
other accessions were brought from Montana with the spec-
imens themselves. The work has been very carefully

done, special attention being given to details. Several

new groups are in preparation.

In addition to these five groups, which to-

gether include 27 specimens, the taxidermists have mounted




about thirty other mammals. A few of these were still
without stands at the end of the year or could not be
completely finished for the lack of materials nd the
remainder were sent to the Cincinnati Expositions.

usual list will therefore, be held for next

report, when the work done for nnati Exposition
will be reported upon in full.

Work upon the study series.- In addition to

the regular routine work connec%ef ﬁith the identifica-
tion and cataloguing of new specimens, correspondence,
the preparation of labels, &€. several special tasks

were undertaken. The entire collection of skulls
furnished with uniform labels and the skins of the mon-
keys and carnivores also received fresh labels, it having
been noticed in the latter case that many of the o0ld
labels were becoming illegible. s 1 be remarked
here that the original labels received with the specimens
are never removed unless, as sometimes hapyrens, they arec
of absurdly large size. |

A division was made of the skins, amounting

to over 300, which had accumulated in the taxidermists

tanks, some being assigned to the hibition series and




study series. A considerable number of
large skins, belonging to -the ter jeries, were re-
ceived from the taxidermists during the year,
,emporarily stored in the lower part of some of
hibition

The alcoholic collection has been temporarily
placed on shelves in the south entrance of the museum.

1ave been repeatedly examined and the collection

fair state of preservation.

The boxes containing the skins of ruminants
other large mammals are stored in the south entrance,
are practically inacceéssible for want of space.

A new card catalogue of the exhibition series
has been formed by pasting copies of the printed labels
on standard cards. The other card catalogues are in the
same condition as when last reported upon, except that
the new accessions have been entered upon them.

A series of antlers of North American deer was

prepared for and sent to the Minneapolis Exposition.




Zoological Investigations.

A general bibliography of works upon the liam=-
malia, commenced sometime ago, now comprises about 15,000

All the titles cited in the Zoological Record,
the first and second parts of Carus and Engelmann's
Bibliotheca, the Zoologische Anzeiger and Fredlander's
catalogues are included, as well as reference to the

brief but often valuable notes to be found in the American

Sport sman. This is, of course, only. a beginning, but I

have already found the catalogue of service in connection
with the work of the Department.
As a foundation for the work of representing
graphically the geographical distinction of our North
merican Mammals, copies have been made of all the avail-
"able faunal lists about €7 in number, which have appeared

from time to time in various works on the Nearctic fauna.

The Curator obtained some additional informa-

tion regarding the type specimens of different species of

dolphins during a short journey in Europe in the early
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to his review of the
family a >sis and material for figures of all the
species. The paper has not, however, yet been published.
le als ared descriptions of two new rodents
Padra Island, Texas, and of the Sandwich Island

%
!

hesperus (Allen) and a review of

>

catalogue of lorth American mammals in
ten years. None of these papers have been

) 3 v, 3
(e B 1 ﬂ
published during the ¥ear. (ﬂu_(kcwalav ety ,wwﬁ W .
(}L(a/‘um L\(‘( ae fquﬁ&qi'ﬂwd o afpet™ wfpes B Mianaonly  UEla ,(A.)
W Nelsqn Glotla 1617 — (5L

Present State of the Collection.

The following figures show the number of spec-
imens in the different series on June 30, 1887 and June
s 1888, respectively.
June 30,1887. June 30,1383.
of specimens in the
éxhibition series of skins.
Number of specimens in the

duplicate and study series

of skins.

Humber of specimens

alcoholic series.




It will be noticed that the exhibition series
is smaller than at the close of the previous year. This
is due to the fact that when
were received a large number
were in a more or less dilapidated condition, were with-
drawn from exhibition and placed among the duplicates.
This replacement of defective specimens by good ones
must go on gradually for several years, until the col-
lection is entirely renovated.
actually added during

Among ‘the accessions were

sub-species not previously re¢
lection.

The number of skins and specimens in alcohol

3
|
L

adc

B <+
o
t

ed and distributed during the year was as follows:
B er o sSpetimens added . ....csiviiiiaa0n
digtryputad sis covaaey 69.

Four specimens only were received on deposit.

! & 1€

The first entry for the year in the eatalog

of skins and alcoholics was No. 15900, :the last on June

27, 18883, was No. 16236.




resent condition of the collection as
the whole, satisfactory.
dy-series of skins, however, is still in cases

are not dust-proof. To devise effective and man-

ageable appliancés is a matter of considerable difficulty

& 1)

owing to the great disparity in size amomg the skins

and
the cramped condition of the laboratory. Several plans
are under consideration, however, and the Curator hopes
to be in a position to recommend the adoption of some
one of them in the immediate future.

skins of large mammals, which have accumu-

lated during the past twenty-five years being at

already stated, stored in large boxes arranged in

tiers in the South entrance of the museum building are

almost inaccessible for study. Better provisions' fog

them and for the large skins recently received from the
taxidermists 2 much to be desired. A partial recon-
struction of the » ases now in the laboratory and

the addition of one new case would be all that is neces~

sary for the present.

The mammals in-alcohol deteriorate in spite

G " :
of our best efforts to prese > th The spirits
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1

dissolve out e pigmer f the hair causing it in most
cases to assume a pale brown color. sSuch specimens
yive a false notion of the real colors of the species,
and are useful to students of systematic zoolo ogy, only
measurements. The Curator is not satisfied, there-

rofitable to maintain so large an

alcoholic eollection and has seriously consider

advisability of converting a portion of the specimens

5

dry akins. iMany gaps in the serie of sk i could
there wondd still be abundance of

for anatomical investigation
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