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Cf:;PPRT N ”WW DEPARTMENT CF PREHISTORIC ANTHROPCLOGY,

in the U. 8. National Museum, 1893.

By Thomas Wllson, Curator.

The usual work of the of fice was kept up during the fiscal
year. Speeimens were reeceived, classified, arranged, catalopued,
marked and distributed; letters were written; reports ma;i_e- The
largeft part of the year was consumed in the pr-eparati:%:ﬁfor the
prosition Historico-Amerieano,held at Madrid in the latter half
of 1892, and for the World's Columbian Exposition at Cfﬁjeago,in

1893, which will.-be-nmeticed-elsewhers. The Lurat or was absent

on duty at Madrid from July to December, 1892.

Stat ement-of @haracter of routine work, classification and

arrangement of colleetion, ete.

There were received during the year, 64 accessions)represent—
ing 3095 speeimens upon the Megular or kmenent Rolly 27 entries
upon the eoan .&)ok, comprising 780 speeimens, sent mostly for ex-
amination and report. These examinations eonsume considersble
time and require not a little labor. The information desired ex-
tends over a wide range, many times covering all the knowledge we

have eoneerning the Prehistorie Man. The questions inelude the

kind of impl@ment, its name, its material, the locality, method of

manufacture, distribution ané use. A response is often required
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as to the theory propounded by the owner or sender. This entails
mueh correspondence and, finally, when all is completed, the ob-
jeet is to be repacked and returned to its owner.
The classification employed in this dgpartment is in two
forms: (1) a synoptical arrangement according to the €pochs of
Prehistorie Man, assembling a series of the objeets supposed to

have been employed by Prehistoric Man during a given epoch of

eivilization; then these epochs are themselves arranged in series,

the earliest fgrst, and so continuing down to*jstoric times. The
European eollection, which belongd principally to the Burator, is
thus arranged. The second arrangement is geographical, and it is
applied prineipally to the Americays. Mexico, Central and South
America and the various sub-divisions of dtates or digtions within
this territory are each displayed together; so also the objeets
from the various &tates of the United States. There are, however,
some objects of which the names and purposes are unknown,or at
lesst extremely doubtful, sueh as eceremonial objects, which have
been displayed technolecgically. e

The variocus objects as they are received anéuiﬁgﬁ;jgzﬁ—é;s;
pda¥, must be displayed in their proper locality according to this
arrangement .

This @epartment is beeoming crowded and there is necessity
for an increase of room. Not only does this over-crowding de-
traet from good appearanee, but, if additional room was given,

Ao ’
there could be, notonly marked divisions made4¥a~wha% are now

placed too close together, but there could be seggregations ae-
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Distribution o§§g§£%?ggggiarchabolcg1cal specimens

The following statement indicates the distribution of archaeologi-

cal specimens by the National Museum during the year ending June 30,1893:

Mr. Charles Aldrich, Curator of the Historical Department, Capitol
Building, Des Moines, lowa, 2 specimens, a mortar and a pestle.
(Sent Aug. 4, 18929

Prof. Henry Giglicli, Director of the Zodlcgical Museum, Royal Uni=-

. Al / ~ ///’7 .
versity, Florence, Italy, 48 gpgééegiggﬁzal specimens. (Sent Aug.
/

9, 18924

=5
Mr. Henry E. Brock, Mason City, lowa, 44 géch&zolcgi?éi specimens.

(Sent Sept. 27, 1892)
Mr. George Sheldon, Deerfield, Massachusetts, 24 afcHaecTogfedl
‘ by v &
¢imens- (Sent Nov. 11, 1892)
Mons. A. C. Bonnet, 55 Boulevard St. Michel, Paris, France (in ex-

. ) @) -7
change for Acc. 26538, T.W. deposited). 132I}§;hagybg4691,apeg

¢imens. (Sent April 5, 1893)
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PRESENT STATE OF COLLECTION.
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UNITED5 STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM.
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