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HENSON: Maybe we can start today with the Anteaters Association. Whose 

idea was that? How did that get formed? 

MANN: It was late fall or early winter--how many years ago would it 

have been? It must be close to forty years ago. The zoo res-

taurant was built in 1940, so it was shortly after that. It would be 

the early 1940s. The manager of the restaurant, who did a very good 

job, was [L.] Gordon Leech. We were extremely fond of Gordon. He had 

two sons who helped him and a very good chef. We always enjoyed the 

food there. Up until then, there had just been a little shack across 

from where the small mammal house is now. They had nothing but hotdogs 

and hamburgers. So this was sometime in the early forties, and Bill 

[William M. Mann] and Gordon were just sitting in front of the fireplace 

chatting. Business, of course, was beginning to falloff. All through 

the summer, he'd been extremely busy, done very well, had a successful 

season, but now with fall and winter, there wouldn't be so many people 
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coming. They were trying to -dream up some way of attracting more people 

to the zoo restaurant. It was probably Gordon who said, II We 11 , you know 

it is possible to buy game in certain markets. How would it be to have 

a succession of game dinners? We could have venison and pheasant. We 

could probably, from the Catskill Game Farm, get a young bear and get 

bear steak •.. nave a series of these luncheons through the winter. II 

Bill thought that was a grand idea, so they went ahead with plans for 

it. What about memfie~ship? Well, membership unlimited. What about 

dues? No dues. Formal meetings? No, no formal meetings, no speeches. 

That's the way it went, and finally they got around to what would they 

call it. I don't remember doing this, but they both insisted that I 

said, "Oh, you're just a bunch of anteaters! II So they said, "Let's call 

it the Anteaters Association. II It worked out very well, and became ex

tremely popular. We used to have huge crowds on those days. It was 

only one day a week at first . In fact, I think it started with just two 

or three luncheons in the course of the winter, and then eventually they 

had it every week--every Wednesday as I remember. The pheasant lunch 

was so popular that they had that two days a week. For the week pheasant 

was served, it was on both Wedne.sday and Thtl t sday. Oh, we had elephant 

steak; we had whale. We did have iguana once. I was asking a little 

while ago if you'd ever eaten iguana, but that wasn't very popular. 

[Laughter] It looked all right on the plate, but anybody who'd seen it 

in the kitchen, I think, kind of lost their appetite. They only eat 

the tail of the iguana, you know; that's the only part that's edible. 
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HENSON: Oh, I didn't realize that. 

MANN: And it tastes something like frog legs or the white meat of 

chicken, although it's not as dryas the white meat of chicken 

can be. It's very tasty. We had bear several times and different kinds 

of venison; some were imported. I don't know how Gordon found some of 

these things, but I suppose there are trade journals that list unusual 

meats. After a good many years, I think it was after 1960, when my hus

band died, Gordon lost the zoo restaurant management. It was put out 

to bid every three years. Somebody outbid him, and he built a restaurant 

out on the Rockville Pike. He called that The Explorer, and be trans

ferred the Anteaters Association out there. It didn't last too long. 

I don't think the restaurant itself was really a financial success, be

cause Gordon sold out eventually ... maybe to O'Donnell's, one of the 

big seafood places here. 

HENSON: What kind of people would come? Was it a very mixed group of 

people who would come for those meals? 

MANN: Well, they were mostly businessmen who could take two or three 

hours off for lunch, bank presidents, government officials, 

any number of them, Cabinet officers, officials from the [National] Geo

graphic [Society]. 

HENSON: Yes, that one r can see. 

MANN: It was always very popular. 
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HENSON: Would you get a core of people that would always show up? 

MANN: Yes. 

HENSON: And get to know each other fairly well. 

MANN: The meals weren't cheap. The average visitor wouldn't have 

tried to crash the gate. You had to make your reservation 

ahead of time. Oh, I think the meal was something like seven or eight 

dollars, which was a lot of money back then. 

HENSON: Yes, but r guess game like whale steaks or elephant steaks 

isn't exactly cheap. [Laughter] 

MANN: No. 

HENSON: Would Mr. Leech basically determine how it was cooked and 

things like that? 

MANN: I think so, but he had a chef at that time who was quite 

thrilled with this whole idea, bought all the books he could 

on game cookery. He'd get there at two or three o'clock in the morning 

if something had to be thawed or marinated or given special treatment. 

He thought it was a great idea, and naturally, he did it very well, sea

soned things nicely, had an interesting assortment of vegetables. It · 

was a four course meal. We always started with soup, which was usually 

pheasant or venison soup, then the meat with a couple of vegetables, 

and salad, and then dessert. I think they do today, but in those days 
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there was no alcohol allowed on zoo grounds. Gordon Leech got a license 

for wine and beer, so wine was served at the Anteaters' luncheons but 

not other times. Well, you can't have zoo keepers sitting around in the 

afternoon guzzling beer, after all. [Laughter] So it was a good idea 

to keep beer off the zoo premises. 

HENSON: Right. I think that it may al so have something to do with 

national parks, and whetner or not you can have liquor in a 

national park area. 

MANN: Yes, I think it does. 

HENSON: Now I suppose Dr. Mann was very fond of those? 

MANN: Oh, yes. 

HENSON : Because you were saying that when you were out traveling, 

eating out of tin cans for awhile, you had gotten quite willing 

to experiment with a number of foods. 

MANN: You get very hungry for fresh food. In British Guiana, we'd 

go for about two weeks, maybe more, at a time, up river where 

there'd be no place to buy food. There didn't seem to be much game to 

shoot. I mean, we didn't go out hunting. So we had something called 

British army rations, all in tin cans ~ One can would say corned beef 

and cabbage; one can would say roast beef and turnips; one can would 

say something else. You opened them, and they all tasted exactly alike. 
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We had all these different kinds of dried soups, Now today they make a 

dried soup that's very palatable. I always have some in the kitchen. 

But in those days it was terrible. It tasted like straw. I remember 

one place we stayed where there was a tiny little grocery store, and 

about all they had were dried onions hanging on a string from the ceiling. 

But they seemed wonderful to us to get hold of an onion that didn't come 

out of a can! Then one of our Indians one time brought us a tinamou. 

It's a small game bird, absolutely delicious. He had killed it; I mean, 

if he'd brought us a live tinamou, of course, we couldn't have eaten it. 

But the Indian had shot it. Oh, my, we did enjoy that! It was delicious. 

HENSON: Yes, well, you mentioned once you got back from Liberia that 

Dr. Marin was quite ill from having eaten such a limited diet 

all that time, right? 

MANN: Yes, he had a very bad vitamin deficiency. When we got back 

from British Guiana, we came back on a freighter that had very 

poor food. Friends met us in New York and took us to Luchow's restaurant 

for lunch. You know the menu there, it's two or three feet tall. I can 

remember how my eyes smarted, I practically wept to see that I could 

have any or all of that food, and I knew I couldn't eat it all. I set

tled, I think, for broiled mushrooms stuffed with spinach. I can still 

remember what a feeling it was to be that close to good food after about 

six months. 

HENSON: Yes, that would be one of the major problems in getting out 

in the field like that or ever getting stuck out in the field, 
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just getting ill from a lack of really diverse food. Did many Smithsonian 

people ever come down to the Anteaters that you recall? 

MANN: Oh, yes, Dr. [Alexander] Wetmore would come, and [John Enos] 

Johnnie Graf. Bill and I entertained a good deal at those 

luncheons. There'd be one week when we'd have two or three people from 

the National Geographic, another week perhaps we'd have the Wetmores 

and the Grafs, and so forth. We esed to mix them up, too. 

HENSON: Right, a few here and a few there. Well, there is a very close 

connection there between the two organizations. 

MANN: Oh, yes, between the Geographic and the Smithsonian. 

HENSON: It seems like after a lot of Smithsanian people retire, they 

move on up to Geographic. 

MANN: That's true; a number of them have. Yes, well, Neil [Merton] 

Judd, [Matthew Williams] Matt Stirling, I guess Alex Wetmore, 

certainly Dr. [Leonard] Carmichael. 

HENSON: Paul [H.1 Oehser, who had been the editor. . . . 
MANN: That's right, he's with the Geographic now. 

HENSON: He's about to retire from that, and [Jo~n S.] Jack Lea, who 

took over the National Museum part of the [Smithsonian Insti

tution] Press when Mr. Oehser left, then moved up to Geographic in the 

same slot that Mr. Oehser had had. So that it just seems to continue 
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on. And Dr. [Charles Greeley] Abbot also had worked for Geographic 

afterwards. So there are quite a few people that move from the one to 

the other. 

MANN: Some of them, of course, just perhaps wrr te an article or are 

consultants to the Geographic. My husband was quite often 

consulted on articles that other people had written, you know, but they'd 

ask his opinion of anything to do with anim'als. They do the same with 

Dr. [Theodore H.] Reed today. Then, of course, the Geographic gave Dr. 

Mann a big expedition, and they sent Dr. Reed to Africa to study the 

bongos. So there's always been a close connection. 

HENSON: Right, because even Dr. [T. Dale] Stewart had worked for them 

on some of the [Louis Seymour Bazett] Leakey work that they 

had sponsored. There's quite a close tie there, in terms of people. 

well, I guess, the research areas are so similar and the location is so 

close that it's just bound to happen. 

All right, we had talked about World War II and the fact that you 

went to Europe after World War II. You had said that things were fairly 

grim in a lot of those zoos afterwards. Did the zoo do anything speci

fically? Did you have any trade offs, send things over there, that you 

recall, things like that? 

MANN: Trading animals? 

HENSON: No, I meant trades, but not really, but sending some of your 

stock over there, or anything like that. 
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MANN: I don't think we did, no. 

HENSON: I guess it would have been pretty hard at that point. 

MANN: We went in 1948, and there was a meeting of the International 

Union of Directors of Zoological Gardens in Paris that year. 

That was why we went. But we went to London first and spent a week or 

ten days there. A good deal of it was spent in the Regents Park Zoo or 

out at Whipsnaae. The director of the London zoo, Geoffrey Vevers. was 

a great friend of ours, We went out to Whipsnade and stayed in his little 

bungalow on the zoo grounds for at least one night, I know. Food was 

still rationed in London. We didn't have any trouble because we were 

tourists. If we tried to live on their regulations, we were hungry. 

We'd have our dinner in the hotel where we were staying, and if we went 

out for a walk afterwards, weld end up buying something to eat somewhere 

we were. It was really very tough. They had one funny regulation: you 

could have, I think it was three courses, but bread counted as a course. 

If you had bread, you couldnlt have, say, soup or dessert. It could 

have been that you were only allowed two courses, because of the fact 

that bread was a course. But bread was strictly rationed then. We came 

back to London on our way home after weld been over at the Continent. 

Geoffrey Vevers, the director, met us at the airport, and he said, "0h, 

Mann, I have good news for you. Bread went off rationing today.1I I 

remember breakfasts in the hotel were really pretty awful. We were there 

for a week or ten days. I think we had an egg one morning, and a strip 

of bacon another morning, but most of the time it was kippered herrings, 
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and you could smell them before you got into the dining room. I don't 

care much about kippered herrings, 

HENSON: Not first thing in the morning. 

MANN: Of course, the coffee was terrib~e. But then we went to Paris. 

Food was rationed there, of course. The French were especially 

apologetic because they didn't have white bread. Actually, I like dark 

bread. I thought it was grand to have this black bread, or rye, or very 

dark bread, but they were always apologizing for it. We stayed in a 

little hotel over on the Left Bank, where we had bed and breaKfast for 

the equivalent of a dollar a day. We didn't have meals there, except 

just the continental breakfast in the morning which was just bread and 

coffee. It was a delightful place, very small, run by an elderly couple 

who had two young granddaughters helping them. We became very good 

friends with the family, and after we came home we used to send them 

care packages. 

Somehow or other, the Pat is zoo officials or the Zoological Society 

managed to arrange very elegant outings for us in restaurants and places. 

I don't know just how they did it. We saw the zoo out at Vincennes 

which is very lovely. It's the Hagenbeck style that we were talking 

about, all moated and artificial mountains everywhere, and a very good 

collection. 

HENSON: Had that come through the war pretty well? 
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MANN: Yes. In a great many of the zoos the number of animals had 

been depleted, of course, because they couldn't import anything, 

and in some cases I think the animals were just killed and eaten because 

people needed them. But there was still enough, both in the London zoos 

~n~ in Paris, to make a good showing. 

From there we went to Munieh, , Munich was the worst place that we 

had hit so far. The railroad station there, I remember, had a glass 

roof. A great many of the European railroad stations have a glass roof 

over the track, so that if you're getting off the train you don't get 

wet getting into the station. I guess that's the idea of it, We got 

in at night, and there seemed to be very little light, very few lights 

in the station. But there was enough to see that all the gl,ass had been 

broken and not yet repaired. The place was full of American soldiers. 

We were put up at an officers' place outside of the city, where we stayed, 

We didn't stay long in Munich, but we went out to the Munich zoo. The 

director, Hans Heck, was an old friend of ours. We'd known him since 

1928 and seen him not only in Germany but he had been here; we had enter

tained him here. We sent word to him--he got word that there were two 

Americans at the gate who wanted to see him. He came down, wondering 

what sort of trouble he was in now that two Americans wanted to see him. 

When he saw us, he practically burst into tears. He said it was four 

years since a friend had been to see him. Oh, he embraced us, couldn't 

do enough for us. He wanted to get us some food in the zoo restaurant. 

I think he just offered us a drink, that was it. Bill thought that 

coffee would be cheaper than beer, and he'd better ask for coffee. Hans 
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said, nOh, you can't drink the coffee. It's made of acorns." Bill said, 

"What about the beer?1I l'Oh, the beer is terrible." It was something 

like half of one percent. So Germany was really having a terrible time. 

Bi 11 became very 1 arne. He had thi s pain in hi s knee that made it 

almost impossible for him to walk. He went to a military hospital in 

Munich to have it treated; they thought it was bursitis. I remember the 

nurse saying to me, "Your husband says that you knew Muni ch before the 

war." I said, "Yes, it was a beautiful city, and it's very sad to see 

it the way it is today." She said, nOh, you should have seen it when I 

first arrived. The streets were just full of rubble. You couldn't 

drive a car through them." 

We didn't stay there very long. We went on to Switzerland, wbere, 

of course, things were normal; practiaally. By that time Bill couldn't 

walk at all . I had to order a wheelchair to meet him in the railroad 

station. We were going to Basil first. We got to Basil and called up 

a man we knew there whose name was [Rudolph] Geigy, He wasn't director 

of the zoo, but he was one of the patrons of the zoo, a very wealthy 

manufacturer, the Geigys of Switzerland. This was Rudolph Geigy. So I 

managed to get him on the telephone. Today I couldn't face a foreign 

telephone and drop funny coins into the slots, but when you have to do 

something, I don't know, you do it. So I managed to get "Geigy, and I 

saad that we were going to such and such a hotel, and Bill wasn't well , 

could he get us a doctor, preferably one who spoke English? So he said 

that would not be easy, but he would do the best he could. We went to 

the hotel, and very promptly this doctor arrived who had had his training 
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at the University of Minnesota. He ordered Bill into the hospital. It 

was a small one; they call it a clinic. A clinic is a private hos'pital, 

as ppposed to a public one. Then Dr ~ Geigy came to see me and he said, 

IIWoul dn' t you 1 ike to go out and stay with Bill in the hospital, because 

you'll be lonely here in the hotel all by yourself?" I said, "Yes, I 

certainly would." So they gave me a lovely room right across the hall 

from Bill. We had a pretty good time. Bill finally managed to get to 

th.e zoo in Basil. I don't bel ieve we went on to Zurich or Bern that 

y~ar. We were there in '38 and '28, I think. That year I think we just 

stayed in Basil, and they were treating Bill all the time with these 

infrared lamps and whatnot for his knee. 

So we finally got on a train and got to Antwerp. The director of 

the zoo met us and said that we were invited for lunch with General 

[Clare Hibbs] Armstrong. We had known General Armstrong here in Washing

ton. He was the great war hero in Antwerp. People stopped on the street 

and said, "Oh, there goes the saviour of Antwerp." So we had lunch with 

him, and he saw Bill, and he said, "Mann, you haven't got bursitis, you've 

got gout." Bill rather doubted it. Armstrong said, "You send over to 

the chemist and get such and such a thing, and you'll see. You'll be 

okay. It's from drinking too much red wine at these formal dinners." 

He was right. 

HENSON; Really? That was it? 

MANN: That was it. 
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HENSON: The life of a zoo director. 

MANN : So this culchacene cured up his knee. The Antwerp zoo was 

still having a bad time. There's a lot of glass there . . . 

also it adjoins the railroad station. The zoo was right in the city. 

Of course, all the glass in the railroad station had been broken. 

HENSON: Plus that's a prime location for bombings. 

MANN: Oh, yes. What was it Hans Heck told us in Munich? We asked 

him what his losses had been. He had lost a couple of ele

phants. They were breeding African elephants, probably the only ones 

in any zoo in the world. They had been bombed. He said one day he saw 

an American plane bombing an American bison, and he said, "Now the world 

really has gone mad. II The final blow. In the London zoo there was very 

little lost. Of course, Regents Park is right in the heart of London. 

There was only one instance of a zoo visitor being hurt. A fire bomb 

fell, and he stamped on it to put it out and burned his foot. They lost 

some sort of ancient birdcage; it wasn't parrots. I think it was the 

cage for jackdaws. It would have been built a hundred years before-

very old fashioned. But they restored it, built it exactly the way it 

had been in the first place, instead of putting up something modern in 

its place. It had been such a well-known landmark that they restored 

that. 

HENSON: From what I've read, the zoos bounced back fairly fast in 

Europe. 
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MANN: Yes, they have. 

[BEGIN TAPE I, SIDE IIJ 

HENSON: In 1948, Dr. Mann pu~lished Ant Hill Odyssey.* How did he 

come to publish that? Whose idea was that? 

MANN: Little Brown, Atlantic Monthly Press. I don't know really how 

they heard aBout Bill ', why they thought that he could write a 

book, because he didn't really like to write. He certainly had never 

suggested it to them. But a man called Stanley Salmen, who was on their 

editorial staff, came to see Bill at the zoo and wanted him to write a 

book. He finally talked Bill into it. Stanley and I had to keep after 

Bill because, as 1 say, he really didn't enjoy writing. I would go over 

to the zoo every morning with my notebook ready to, .. no, it was in the 

afternoons I used to go, because in the morning Bill was going around 

looking at the animals, and taking care of his correspondence, and what

not. So after lunch I would go over and hope that he would dictate a 

few words of wisdom. That's the way it got done. I don't know what 

year he must have started writing it, because it took him quite a while 

to do. He finally did, and quite a bit of editing had to be done after

wards, working with Stanley, I~e went up to Boston for awhile, stayed 

in the Salmen's apartment, and worked with Stanley on, you know, cutting 

out some things and putting in others. It turned out, I think, very 

well. The American Museum of Natural History in New York chose it as 

the science Book of the year. The Harvard Club chose it as a book to 

*Mann, William M., Ant Hiill Odyssey, (Boston: Little, Brown and Company, 
1948) . 
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. give to the outstanding high school graduate. There were several hundred 

high school students with top grades--seniors--who were given the book. 

It was called a prize book. Oh, it never hit the best seller 1 ist or 

anything, but I think it's a very good book. I enjoy it, 

HENSON: Yes, to describe, really, the development of a naturalist. 

[fnterruption] We were talking about Ant Hill Odyssey. Let's 

see if I have any more questions about that. He nad worked on that for 

several years then? 

MANN: Two or three years. Because it was just done a 1 ittl e at a 

time in odd moments. I know, it seems so strange to me, he 

would never look at it after it was published. He wouldn't even read 

proof when the proof came in. I had to read galley and the page proof 

for him. Once he'd gotten it off his chest, that was it; he never wanted 

to hear of it again. 

HENSON: He didn't want to see it again. Yet you enjoy writing very 

much. 

MANN: Yes. 

HENSON: After he dictated it, would you work with writing it out and 

rewriting? 

MANN: I didn't have to do much rewriting, He had a very good style, 

quite original, and he chose his words carefully. It didn't 

take much rewriting. 
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Because that is a very interesting book, and it really does 

describe going from different levels of interest in natural 

history, and then moving into the very scientific aspects. 

MANN: I remember the way he originally dictated the beginning of it, 

which I thought was so good, arid the editor didn't like it and 

changed it. But the first sentence in the Book was, "In those days, the 

best way to get to Montana was to be born there." I thought that was a 

charming beginning. I believe it says in the book his father and mother 

went out By covered wagon. 

HENSON: That was quite a rigorous trip. Yes, I remember him tal king 

about that in the book and also about him running away when 

he was twelve. Well, it was a very different lifestyle, I mean, for him 

to be able to disappear for that long .•. 

MANN: Yes, that was strange . 

HENSON: . . . and not be found. Today I don't think you could disappear 

quite that easily. 

MANN: Of course, he was staying on this remote ranch, It wasn't 

until the rancher, old Ed Chaple, happened to go into town 

and brought home a newspaper. He didn't subscribe to a newspaper. But 

he was looking at the paper one night, and he said, "Say, young man, 

ain't your name Willie Mann?" Whereupon Willie Mann burst into tears. 

[Laughter] 
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HENSON: That's just an incredible story. I guess he had a wanderlust 

from the time he was little. 

MANN: r forget how Ed notified Bill's mother. Something like, didn't 

he se.nd her a postcard? 

HENSON: Yes, I think so. 

MANN: I suppose there was no telephone on the ranch, so he sent a 

postcard. The governor of the state got a private car for 

Mrs. Mann to come out and pick Willie up. 

HENSON: Really? 

MANN: Yes. [Laughter] 

HENSON: The one newspaper article said that he promised he'd never 

run away again. 

MANN: No, well, he never did. 

HENSON: I noticed sometime after World War II, funding of the zoo 

finally transferred over from the District of Columbia budget 

to the Smithsonian federal appropriation. Do you recall that at all? 

Why was that done? 

MANN: Oh, yes. Well, it was done for a great many good reasons. 

After all, this is the National Zoological Park; it's not the 

city zoo. The District of ColumBia has enough trouble getting money 
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for schools, fire departments, hospitals, police, and so the zoo just was 

left out of a decent budget. The only real development of the zoo was 

done through the WPA [Works Progress Administration] funds. That's when 

Bill put up the new shops, the small mammal house, finished the bird 

house, built the elephant house, the restaurant, police station, all of 

those came out of those public funds from the time of the [Great] Depres

sion. The reptile house was built through a special eongressional appro

priation. Bill worked very hard to get that. It just seemed that every 

time he did get something, such as the reptile house, and he thought he 

had his Congressional committee right where he wanted them, then the 

depression would come along, and you couldn't get any money. Then when 

the depression began to ease up, there was World War II. He had great 

difficulty financing it. It's wonderful today to see the zoo so pros

perous. It's doing extremely well now with the ... 

HENSON: . expansion. 

MANN: Yes. They've gotten some beautiful buildings. 

HENSON: Now did funding improve after World War II? 

MANN: Not very much, no. 

HENSON: But for a while after World War II it was still under the 

D. C. appropriation? 

MANN: Yes. It began to improve after Smithsonian took it over. Of 

course, the Smithsonian had always directed the zoo. It was 
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always a branch of the Smithsonian, but the money came from the District. 

It just was not a fair or workable arrangement. It was very difficult. 

HENSON: Yes, well, it was an unwieldy way to budget. 

MANN: But the Friends of the [National] Zoo started about then, in 

the early 1950s. Bill retired in '56, and it was before he 

retired that the Priends of the Zoo started in a very small and modest 

way. 

HENSON: Now how did that come about? 

MANN: Well, there were two women with the Cleveland Park Citizens 

Association who had been debating something; I don't know 

whether it was a traffic light, or a traffic sign, or whatnot. It had 

to do with the Connecticut Avenue entrance to the zoo, They appointed 

a committee or perhaps ju st one person. There were two women, Ma ry Ell en 

Grogan was one and Barbara Robinson was another. They were both active 

in the Cleveland Park Citizens Association. So they were asked to serve 

as liaison officers with the zoo, and see if the Citizens Association 

couldn't work with the zoo for mutual benefit. If the citizens didn't 

like a new sign or something the zoo had put up, or if there was anything 

the zoo needed. They ra i sed the money from dues, got people to 

join the Friends of the National Zoo--to become a friend of the zoo. 

Through the money they raised--it must have been dues, there wasn't any 

other way they could get it--they hired a firm of architects to draw up 

a master plan for the zoo, and sort of pull it all together, not just 
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put up a little building here and a little building there. That plan 

was never followed out. 

HENSON: It was a beginning. 

MANN: It was a beginning. The Friends did quite a bit of lobbying 

too. They could, you see, because they weren't working for 

the government. [Laughter] They could work on Congress and the Smith

sonian. 

HENSON: Write letters, things like that. yes. 

MANN: Yes, to get the zoo transferred to the Smithsonian. There 

was talk at one time of transferring it to the Interior Depart

ment, but inasmuch as the Smithsonian had always directed it, it remained 

with the Smithsonian. 

HENSON: I came across reference to that, and as far as I can tell the 

Interior Department submitted a proposal without ever telling 

the Smithsonian? 

MANN: It could have. 

HENSON: That's the way it appears from the correspondence files, that 

suddenly it turns out that Interior was thinking about taking 

in the zoo, and the Smithsonian knew nothing about this, which would 

have been an odd way to approach it. 

MANN: Yes. it would. I guess the Smithsonian would have found out. 
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HENSON: Yes, well~ everybody saw this ' in the Congressional testimony. 

MANN: But there was tall< about H for awhile. I don't know if that 

was in Dr. Mann's day or Dr. Reed's, but I don't think either 

of them wanted to leave the Smithsonian. I know Dr. Mann preferred to 

stay with the Smithsonian, because that was where he had had his loyalty 

for a long time. 

HENSON: How did the Friends of the National Zoo get to grow to the size 

that it has? It's a fairly substantial organization now. 

MANN: Yes, they lHtle by little acquired different concessions in 

the zoo. It Degan with the balloon concession. You'd be sur

prised how much money that brings in. I think that was the first one 

because before that the balloons had been sold from the zoo restaurant. 

The Friends got the concession. Perhaps when the zoo restaurant went 

out for bid again, the balloons were not included in the contract so 

that Friends could have them. They got very enthusiastic about having 

a train. I'm sure they borrowed money to establish the train system, 

but, of course, it's paid off just beautifully. They paid off the loan 

and are making a large profit. And they started the little gift shop. 

Now, of course, they're running the ~estaurant. 

HENSON: They have that one too? 

MANN: They have all the food concessions·. They've got the Mane 

Restaurant, and two or three little kiosks where they sell 
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hotdogs, and one, I think, is just for ice cream and soft drinks. So 

they're a very prosperous organization now and do a lot for the educa

tional program of the zoo. Of course they have these guided tours for 

school children. That's done with volunteer work--a number of devoted 

volunteers in the Friends. 

HENSON: Now had a lot of those people been very closely tied to the 

zoo for quite a while before, or was it a fairly new consti

tuency? 

MANN: Most of them are fairly new, Now Mary Ellen Grogan was an 

old, old personal friend of ours. She brought this Barbara 

Robi.nson in to the Friends of the Zoo, and she became a good friend. 

Let's see, who else? Well, [Russell] Arundels, of course, had always 

been zoo fans. Russell had been a great friend of the zoo. His oldest 

son--he had one son and one daughter--whose name was Arthur [W.], we 

called him Nicky, I don't know why. When Nicky was about ten years old, 

he ran one of these little newspapers that children love to get out--I 

think it was the Thornapple Street News, something like that. He was 

working very hard to get giraffes for the zoo. This was before the 

Sumatran expedition because that's when we did come back with giraffes. 

So it was before that that Nicky was lobbying to get giraffes for the 

zoo. So they've always been good zoo friends. When the Friends were 

established, the FONZ, they were among the first to join. 

HENSON: r guess Dr. Mann worked pretty closely with that while it was 

being developed? 
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MANN: Ott, yes. He didn't live to see that master plan. That was 

drawn up after he died. I remember going to a meeting down 

at the Smithsonian, and the architect was tbere and discussed it with 

Dr. Carmichael. I don't know how many master plans were drawn up and 

discarded before the one that they're working with now. 

HENSON: That happens, but it's more of a working paper type of thing 

where you're just developing plans. 

MANN: The present building program is very interesting, not the con-

ventional type of building at all. The Mann Memorial, you can 

hardly see it from a distance, it's so much of an underground. The same 

is true of the new administration and education building at the Connec

ticut Avenue gate. You don't see it until you're in it. It's always 

surprising when you get inside to see how big it ;,s, and how much room 

there is. The Friends of the Zoo, by the way, have ~ery nice offices 

in that building now~ 

HENSON: That was a fairly innovative type of thing to have that. Were 

there any questions about having a private organization with 

a federal entity or a city? I guess because it was still under the city 

it might have been okay then. 

MANN: No, I don't think there were any questions. 

HENSON: That was before they actually had the Smithsonian Associates, 

too. 
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MANN: Yes, the Friends of the Zoo thought the Smithsonian was copying 

Ute zoo. We nad originated it. Now there are friends of 

practioally every zoo and museum and whatnot in the country. 

HENSON: Had there been many other organizations before that? 

MANN: I don't think so, no. There were associations of course with 

zoos; there were zoological societies. But just friends of 

the zoo, no. Of course, they start out--and I guess today most of them 

are--volunteer workers. They have a paid executive director. He is 

paid and paid a pretty good salary, but a great deal of the work is still 

done by volunteers. 

HENSON; Right, a lot of the tour work and things like that. 

MANN: Yes, that's all done by volunteers. I have a brochure that 

came the other day, and I haven't had time to read it yet. 

Tney're planning trips to Europe, and to Africa, and quite a lecture 

program for the next winter. They're going to be very active. 

HENSON: It was a very innovative idea for its time. 

MANN: Yes, I think it was. 

HENSON: Now you mentioned Mr. Arundel? 

MANN: Yes. 

HENSON: Several years later he went on an expedition, right? 
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he was a little boy. 

HENSON; Because he brought back a pair of baby gorillas. 

MANN: Yes, now let me see, I believe his father--Russell was the 

father's name--I believe Russell and Nicky both went to Africa. 

Russell arranged to get these through the government of Camaroons, I 

think, so that everything was going to be strictly legal, no smuggling 

of gorillas! Then Russell came home, and Nicky stayed there awhile, 

sort of got them aclimated and used to the food that he would be able to 

give them, and brought them back;-landed in New York at night and, I 

think, in all the chilly weather. I remember one of our keepers went up 

to meet them, and I remember giving him a blanket to wrap the balDies in, 

because I didn't want them to get chilled. Of course, they've been a 

great success. One of them is still living. I can't tell you offhand; 

they've had four or five offspring. In fact, I think there is a second 

generation now of captive born gorillas. I think it was the Columbus 

zoo that had the first gorilla born in captivity in this country. Then 

we were next. Basil, Switzerland has had success with them too. The 

mother has never raised one. They've all been taken away, and I guess 

all of them reared by Mrs. [Louise] Gallagher, who's the wife of [Bernard 

F.] Bernie Gallagher [Jr.], who at that time was one of our keepers. She 

just loved them. She raised gorillas, and baby chimps, and orangs. They 

had a great gift for that. 



202 

HENSON: She must have had a 1 ively househol d. 

MANN: Well, she never had them all at once, one at a time. She had 

a teen-aged daughter. She treated them just like human child

ren and dressed them up, but they'd look so funny. You'd see a pretty 

little pi.nk and white baby bonnet, and under it this black, hairy face . 

[Laughter] 

HENSON: . .. looking out at you. Now that's been done a fair amount, 

hasn't it, where the k.eepers will bring little baby animals 

home to be raised with them. 

MANN: Yes, it's not done very much now in our zoo because we've got 

a much bigger staff. There's always somebody studying animal 

behavior who wants to watch the babi.es and keep twenty-four hour charts 

on their development. 

HENSON: Well, going back that far you really wouldn 1t have had any 

hospital facilities, would you have? 

MANN: Oh, no, we didn't. We had a sort of makeshift hospital, a 

little stone building in back of the reptile house, which 

had originally been the cookhouse, the kitchen. That was turned into 

a sort of hospital, I suppose after Dr. Reed came, because he came 

here as veterinarian and needed something resembling a bospital.* 

*Dr. Reed converted a tw_oroom stone building built i n 19-15 Carea now 
is Parking Lot B} from a hay barn into a "hospital." In 1963 when 
Clinton Gray was appointed veteri.narian, the old cook house behind 
the Reptile House was converted into an animal hospital. 
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HENSON: Now how often--·I noticed in the Annual Reports it mentioned 

that you used to get. an awful lot of Easter animals, little 

chicks, and rabbHs, and th.ings 1 i.ke that. Woul d they tend to show up 

at the zoo, or on your doorstep at home, or was there quite a flow 

of those? 

MANN: Oh, at the zoo. 

HENSON: .th.ey w_ould show. up. Because th.ey were apparently then 

redistributed. They said th.at sometimes people would capture 

local wild animals and turn them over to the zoo also. 

MANN: Yes. Those would someti.mes turn up at our house. But I canlt 

think of any local wild ani.mal that was worth saying, liThe 

zoo is closed now, but bring H over here for the night. 11 That did 

happen with a rattlesnake or a copperhead. I think it was a rattle

snake. Late Sunday afternoon--the reptile house was closed--we got this 

telephone call from somebody who had caught a rattlesnake and wanted to 

give it to the zoo. So Bill said, IIWell, bring it over to the apartment; 

1111 take care of it until tomorrow. 1I It came. It was in a 

mason jar, and Bill just put the mason jar on the living room table. 

This was the only time he ever did anything like this. I came by a 

couple of hours later and saw the jar was empty. 

HENSON: Oh, dear. [Laughter] 

MANN: I was pretty badly fri.ghtened for a few mi nutes. Then he be-

gan to laugh. He played a trick on me. He put that jar away 

and put an empty mason jar out on the table. When we were first married 
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he woul dn' t have dreamed of doing anything 1 ike that because he knew I 

was scared to death of reptil es ~ and he was doing everything he could to 

persuade me that they were eeautiful, and interesting, and I really 

should go into a reptile house tnstead of standing outside in a snow

storm while he went in. By that time, of course, he knew that I was 

more or less used to them. I'd been in the pytnon cage, and he'd draped 

a python around my necK, and that sort of thing. But the idea of a 

rattlesnake loose tn the apartment was sometliing else. He told me right 

away when he had done it, but it was just a moment's shock. 

HENSON: Right, how did it get out! I guess you would get the pet alli

gators from Florida, too. 

MANN: Oh, yes. 

HENSON: That would be the other thing that would come up. I noti ced 

in his book on the zoo that he talks a little bit about knewing 

people who had bought wild pets and them coming to the zoo eventually. 

Would people come to you for advice if they had bought a wild pet? 

MANN: Oh, yes. 

HENSON: There was a fair amount of that? 

MANN: We got a little Malay sunbear that way. Two women that we 

knew had been out somewhere in Malaya and bought this little 

thing because it was so cute and cuddly. Tftey got such a pretty cage 

for it and brought it home. 
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HENSON; They get very big, don't they? 

MANNI Well, not terribly oig, but they're not trustworthy pets. As 

soon as it wasn't a cute, cuddly little thing, of course, it 

came to the zoo. It's rather hard on the animal i 'You know. 

HENSON: Well, because they're used to being a pet. 

MANN: Yes, and then suddenly they'd be put in a perfectly bare cage 

and nobody making a big fuss over them. They're, of course, 

well fed, cleaned, proper temperature and everything. If they get sick, 

they've got a doctor. At first they must miss the attention they had 

at home. r know we had a lion and two or three tigers that we raised 

in the apartment, and they were quite unhappy when they first went to 

the zoo. They'd always remember me and didn't have to see me; they re

cognized my voice. When I'd go into the lion house, they'd begin running 

back and forth and calling to me. 

HENSON; Oh, yes. Did you ever raise any of Mohini's little tigers? 

MANN: No. 

HENSON: They were quite a bit later, I guess, 

MANN: Mrs. [Elizabeth] Reed did. 

[BEGIN TAPE I L, Stl])E 1] 

HENSON: Speaking of animals that go from being fussed over pets to 

the zoo would be Smokey. How did he come to the zoo? 
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MANN; Well, it's a well-known story that Smokey was discovered--this 

little 5ear was discovered--after a forest fire in New Mexico. 

He had been singed; one paW' was slightly burned. The park ranger who 

found the 1 ittle thing naturally picked it up and took it home to take 

care of it, or took it to the [National] Park Service office. He hadn't 

been badly burned; he really wasn't hurt very much. His mother must 

have been kill ed; there was no sign of her. They didn't know just what 

to do with it as it 5egan to grow. Some50dy got this wonderful idea of 

giving it to the National Zoo and making it a symbol of forest fire pre

vention. Of course, it was a tremendously successful idea. Smokey was 

still really in the cuddly stage when he came here. I remember the 

night that he arrived, and we went over to the zoo to meet him. Dr. 

Mann held him in his arms. He was, you know, that little. 

HENSON: Still that small, yes. 

MANN: He became, really, the most popular animal in the zoo. He was 

the one the children especially wanted to see. They were so 

used to seeing the picture of Smokey in the park ranger's uniform, they 

were kind of disappointed to see a real bear, I mean, a bear with no 

clothes on. Smokey was exhibited in the zoo; he belonged to the zoo, 

but the Park Service really took care of his publicity. One Park Service 

man after another was assigned to take care of Smokey's correspondence. 

It ran to hundreds of letters a day. 

HENSON: Really? 
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MANN: Oh, yes. He got letters from children allover the country. 

They got out something that you could send for, a picture of 

Smokey, various things, perhaps cards like the ones you get with bubble 

. gum, you know, that sort of thing. They had inducements for children to 

really consfder the dangers of forest fires. But I was speaking of 

Smokey not wearing clothes, the ~ark Service put up a special exhibit 

right next to Smokey's cage that had the Park Service uniform, at least 

the big hat, and the shovel, and the baggy trousers, and a jar of honey. 

So that sort of' satisfied the children, He didn ~t have the clothes on 

at the moment, But there they were, They were the right size and every

thing. [Laughter] He died just recently, you Rnow. They took him back 

to New Mexico to bury nim. They made quite a ceremony out of that. 

HENSON: Would that have been the most famous animal that you had up 

to that point, in terms of public response to the zoo? 

MANN: He was certainly one of them. The first gorilla that we had, 

N'Gi, was extremely popular. He came as a cuddlesome, loveable 

baby. Children used to stop on the way home from school; the same ones 

would go every afternoon just to see this gorilla. He got so that he 

knew the individual children. He knew that some of them would be there 

every day. When N'Gi became ill--this is rather an interesting story; 

it's probably somewhere in the records--but he developed pneumonia or 

some lung infection. [Eleanor Medill] Cissy Patterson, who was the pub

lisher of the Times-Herald, sent to New York for an oxygen tent because 

there was noth'~ng of the sort in Wasflington. The first oxygen tent to 
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come here came for WGi:. After that Children's Hospital started investing 

in oxygen tents. Of course, noW' they're common equipment everywhere. 

What I was going to say was that mothers would call up in the evening 

and say their little boy wouldn1t go to sleep until he knew how N'Gi was. 

HENSON: And then he did die from that, yes. 

MANN: He did die, yes. He went through surgery with a very prominent 

lung surgeon here in Washington. But you can't do that with 

a baby gorill a, at 1 east you couldn't in those days. 80 N 'Gi was at the 

time very fopular. He certainly didn't have the nati'on-wide acclaim that 

Smokey did. The Park Service did a marvelous job on that whole campaign. 

They tried again to do something with a wild duck, and I've forgotten . 

now what that was supposed to do. It didn't take hold the way Smokey did. 

HENSON: There were two of them, McMallard and Susie or something like that. 

I think it was supposed to be for wild fowl protection, maybe 

it had to do with water. 

MANN: It might have been. I remember it beginning. I thought it 

was being done very well, handled properly, but it just sort 

of died out. 

HENSON: It didn't follow all the way. 

MANN: I'd forgotten that entirely until right now. 

HENSON: r spent mychfldhood W1~th my favorite toy, a li'ttle, stuffed 

Smokey the Bear. [Laughter] 



209 

MANN; Oh, really? 

HENSON: Yes. I think prooably every child in the country could easily 

tell you who Smokey the Bear is. r wonder if at a 11 di d you 

perceive that people became more aware of tfte National Zoo, having Smokey 

the Bear? 

MANN: Yes, I think so. He was the one thing that children wanted 

to see. Of course, nowadays, the pandas are at least as popu

lar, because all the children want these toy pandas. Some of them are 

kind of disappointed when they see how big the pandas really are. They're 

overwhelmed by it. I was able to get very close to one not long ago. 

It wasn' t on exhibit. I was with someone who wanted to see the panda 

and got a keeper to take us back. So there was just a fence between us 

and the panda. I was closer to the panda than I am to you this minute. 

They really are big now, beautiful. 

HENSON: And they look so muscular, those forepaws, 

MANN; I suppose they are, yes. 

HENSON: Those shoulders, I mean, bbey look like one swipe and •... 

MANN: They've got claws, and they've got teeth. Anything that can 

live on bamboo has to have a good set of teeth. 

HENSON: Yes. When animals were donated to the country, had they pre

viously gone to the zoo? Was that standard policy? 
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MANN: Ott, yes, 1t~s gone way back. Theodore Roosevelt was given a 

number of animals by the King of Ethiopia~ l~eneHk. He sent 

something like a pair of lions, and an ostrich, a bird perhaps, as gifts 

to Theodore Roosevelt, who, of course, was famous as being a lover of 

wild animals, and a I);g hunter, and whatnot. They went immediately to 

the zoo. [Calvin] Coolidge kept a pet racoon at the White House, not 

in the White House but on the White House grounds. It was quite well

known. The racoon even had a name, Rebecca, I thinR. So Coolidge became 

known as an animal lover, which he really wasn't particularly. The zoo 

in Johannesburg sent him a pair of lions as a gift. They lived for years 

and had a number of offspring here. So it·s been the custom right along 

for the zoo to get these. When Mrs. [Thelma Catherine Patricia Ryan] 

Nixon was in China--this was when she was First Lady, of course--and 

offered the pandas, nothing was said at the time about the National Zoo; 

they were gifts to America. Oh, New York, Philadelphia, Chicago, every

body got into the act. [Laughter] 

HENSON: Oh, really, yes, everybody wanted them. 

MANN: Everybody wanted them, of course. But there really wasn't any 

great discussion about it. It was just taken for granted ... 

HENSON: .•. that they would come here. 

MANN: The white tiger was a gift to [Dwight David] Eisenhower, I 

think. At least it was a gift to the country during his term, 

and was first presented to Eisenhower at the White House grounds before 

it came out to the zoo. 
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HENSON: That was another very popular animal. 

MANN: Oh, yes, Oh, you'd go into the lion house those first couple 

of years, and there'd just be a moo in front of the white 

ttger's cage; you couldn't get close to ft. People would come and stand 

there hour after hour. They'd practically bring their lunch with them 

and just spend the day standing there to watch this beautiful animal. 

She's done very well, and no~ she's nineteen which is old for a tiger. 

Very few of them live to Be twenty, 

HENSON; She may set some longevity record. 

MANN; Those have Been really outstanding, the ones that are widely 

known. 

HENSON: Also, a different kind of interesting animal that you got, 

which I mentioned to you off the tape, was the macaques that 

the Air Force had sent up in the Aerobee rockets. That was the beginning 

of those types. 

MANN: Yes, I hav.en't got a very clear recollection of that, but there 

were two of them, I'm sure, two Philippine macaques. They 

didn't get into outer space, but they did get higher than any human being 

had ever flown. 

HENSON: Then you also got chimps that had been sent up, 

MANN : We got one chimp, who became quite famous, and I Believe is 

still living in the zoo. His name is Ham. r think he got 

into what is considered outer space, 
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HENSON: Yes, because r think that he underwent zero gravity, it's 

ca 11 ed, got outside the force of gravity and things 1 ike that. 

MANN: Yes, he did. r know that as far as these macaques went that 

the Air Force kept up their interest and wanted reports on 

them quite regularly as to their health, and whether or not they were 

breeding, and all sorts of questions about the behavior, because no man 

hGd ever been that high, and they just wondered how the trip woul d affect 

them. The macaques snowed no signs of any ill effects. Ram certainly 

didn't. He must De pretty old now. Do you know the year that he went 

up? It was quite a long time ago. 

HENSON: It would have been the early fifties, I think, maybe '53 or '54. 

MANN: That would make him up in the twenties. And of course, he 

wasn't an infant. He wasn't full-grown, Dut he was a young 

chimp. 

HENSON: Yes. That's an interesting new type of animal that you were 

getting. The Philippine macaques came in 1954. I think the 

chimp came then also. 

MANN: I know one of the macaques is dead; probably they both are by 

now. Since I've left the zoo, since I'm not working on the 

Annua 1 Report any more, I can't keep track of the current statistics. 

HENSON; NoW also during this time they revamped Rock Creek Parkway, 

How did that come about? How did they deci"de to do that? 
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MANN: They put that tunnel in. 

HENSON: Yes, and got rid of the place where you drove through the zoo 

and where you forded Rock Creek. 

MANN; Yes. Lots of people enjoyed fording the creek. I know r always 

did. But of course~ if the creek was high the ford was closed, 

and so you had to turn around and go back to Connecticut Avenue, and 

start allover aga i'n. . • or wherever you were coming from. 

HENSON: Or what about when it iced over. 

MANN; So that a tunnel through there was the sensible solution. They 

changed the course of the creek, straightened it out, or what

not, then put this tunnel in. At that time r was living on Adams Mill 

Road, really just across the street from the tunnel. There was a great 

deql of olqsting, dynamiting, which eventually cracked my dining room 

wqll, and it was kind of startl ing. But one thing that was interesting 

were the pigeons who would be feeding on the ground along Adams Mill 

Roqd. There was always a blast on a whistle first before a dynamite 

chqrge was set off, and the pigeons soon learned that the blast on a 

whistle, which was not really alarming at all, meant something terrible 

was coming. You'd see them all fly up in the trees. 

HENSON: Interesting. 

MANN: After the explosion was over, then they'd go back to whatever 

they'd been doing. But the tunnel saves a great deal of time 

getting through the park and downtown. 
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Is that better, I would imagine, for the animals, not to have 

Ears driving through the park? 

MANN: Ves, well, that actually was done later. There was still a 

road from Connecticut Avenue all the w~y through to Harvard 

Street, but it ' s not an automobile road anymore, except for zoo vehicles. 

It's much better this way. The zoo is not there as a shortcut from 

Connecticut Avenue to Sixteenth Street. That's what it was for a great 

m~ny years . 

HENSON : Where the road had gone through previously, had that in any 

way disturbed the animals? 

MANN: Oh, I don't think it had. It was close to the small mammal 

house, not too close to the lion house. No, the traffic wasn't 

close enough to the animals. Animals rather like activity. They like 

visitors, and I'm sure they didn't mind watching automobiles. [Laughter] 

But the present arrangement is much better. You know, I never thought 

a tunnel was an especially attractive thing, but this one has a curve in 

it, and for some reason I think it's a pretty tunnel which sounds kind 

of silly. 

HENSON: I think it's the way you go at the entrance, it sort of looks 

like you're going into the mountain, where you curve around 

into it. It's in a pretty area, too. 

MANN: And it's well lighted. Some tunnels are so dark, I don't en

joy drivi'ng through them. 
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HENSON: Also around this time, you started working for the zoo? When 

did you first start? 

MANN: Yes, about 1951 or 152, I think ... '50 or '51, somewhere along 

there. It was because lDr. Mann, who'd had the same secretary 

for year~ lost his seeretary. She left because her husband was being 

transferred out of town. Her replacement had also been a zoo secretary. 

The two of them were friends and became friends because they were both 

working in the zoo, One, 1 think, was Dr. Mann's secretary and one Mr. 

[Ernest Pillsbury] Walker's officially, but they both worked for whoever 

needed them. One left because her husband was being transferred, and 

the other one left because she was getting married. Bill got a new sec

retary through the personnel office. She wasn't satisfactory .•. got 

another one and she didn't stay very long. He was just having too much 

of a turnover in sec r-etaries. I had very often, when his secretary was 

on vacation, helped out, not necessarily going over to the zoo, but he 

would dictate letters at home and I typed them at home. I had a type

writer, and supplies, and stationary at home. Or perhaps I would go over 

to the zoo for awhile. Bill asked me if I would be willing to come in 

every day for just half a day--I never worked anything but part-time--

so I said, "Yes, of course," thinking it would be maybe six weeks time 

before he got a secretary that he liked and properly broken in. Then 

he said he didn't see why I shouldn !t get paid. I never had been for 

doing the zoo letters. But he thought I ought to get paid, called the 

Smiths'onian--was there anY' problem because of being his wife? They 
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wanted to know- if r would take a civil service examination. I said, 

IICertain1y, wby not? r"ve nothing to lose." So I went down, took the 

civil service examination, passed, got a JOD as clerk-typist. Time went 

on, and instead of six weeks I stayed there twenty years. After Bill 

retired r went on warRing for Dr. Reed. r liked it. It got me out of 

the house for half the day. By the time Bill retired he wasn't very 

well. I was much happier--we both were--having me go over to the zoo in 

the morning. He slept most of the mornings. When he became more incapa

citated, I'd have a practical nurse come and spend the morning with him, 

to make sure he was all right. Then r'd come home and I'd have something 

to talk to bim about. Otnerwise I would have just sat there while he 

slept most of the morning. So it worked out very well, and I enjoyed 

the work. 

HENSON: Well, you'd been so closely tied to the zoo for so long, and 

r amagine, in a sense, kept him in touch with the zoo, much 

closer to it. 

MANN: When Dr. Reed kept me on, he gave me more responsibility, for 

instance with the Annual Report. I did the Annual Report for 

several years. I'd have to write part of it myself, and I'd have to get 

the rest of it out of various other people. Ted always called me his 

editorial secretary. There wasn't enough editorial work to have a full

time editor in those days. It was something that I liked doing. 

HENSON: Well, of course, because you'd had qutte a bit of experience 

im that area, right? 
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MANN: Oh~ yes I had. So eventually, I came to the mandatory retire-, 

ment age. The zoo gave me a Beautiful big party in the restau

rant. It WaS a Friday afternoon. Ted ended up [)y saying, "Well, happy 

retirement, Lucy, but don't De late for work on Monday morning.'1 They'd 

asked me to be a rehired annuitant, so r stayed on for four more years! 

Then I could see flow, after all, I said, "Next year I'll be seventy-five. 

r think maybe Pd better call it quits. " [Laughter] 

HENSON: Yes, oecaus'e that's quite a long time you were there. Now 

what was the daily now of things in the zoo office there? 

Were th,ere a lot of crises or did things run fairly smoothly? How did 

H run? 

MANN: Oh, it's never the same two days in a row. 

HENSON: Yes', there's always something up. 

MANN: Yes, sometimes it was very good, and sometimes it was kind of 

upsetting. Of course, in Bill's day it was a much smaller 

institution. There were fewer, shall we say, personal crises. He always 

wanted to have the curatorial staff that the zoo has now, but he never did. 

HENSON: That was still when it was under the District, right? 

MANN: Yes. 

HENSON: So there wasn't as good funding, 
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MANN: But Dr. Reed has built it up into a really marvelous institu

tion, doing a great deal of scientific work and research. 

HENSON: On the animals. Now', how did he come to come to the zoo? Had 

you Known Dr. Reed Beforehand? 

MANN: No, but Bill was aBle to get an appropriation to hire a veteri· 

narian. I think he must have written to other zoos to see who 

they would recommend. Dr. Reed had done some work for the Portland zoo. 

He was not on their staff, but he was in private practice in Portland, 

Oregon. He was a graduate of the University of Kansas and came from an 

army family. He had done, as I say, work f'or the Portl and zoo, and be 

was highly recommended by them. So he came to Washington for a consul-

ta tion. They got on very well together; they 1 i ked each other, so he 

was hired as a veterinarian. That would have been two or three years 

before Dr. Mann retired. Then when Dr. Mann retired, there was a year 

when Dr. Reed was simply acting director, and they were actually looking 

for somebody else, someoody with more executive experience--administrative 

exper"ience. But during that year that he was acting director, it must 

have been rather difficult for him because various people would come to 

Washington to be interviewed by the Smithsonian to see whether or not 

they would accept the position of director. Of course, Dr. Reed would 

have to take them around and explain everything to them, knowing perfectly 

well that they were after his job . He did so well for that year that we 

made him full director. 
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HENSON: Right~ about a year later. I think I've mentioned this before~ 

it seems like the year that Dr. Mann retired was just a wipe 

out of the administrative staff~ oecause he retired~ Mr, Walker retired~ 

Frank [Q.] Lowe, who was the head keeper, retired, and Mr. [Peter] Htlt, 

who was the head of bulldings and grounds--all in one year. Do you re

call that at all as being quite an administrative turnover? 

MANN: No, I hadn't thought of it that way. As far as Frank Lowe 

1eavi'ng, of course he had oeen there a long time, ever since 

Mr. IWilliam H.] BlackBurne retired and had done a very good job. But 

Ra 1 ph Nord's had also Been there for along time and had worked with 

Frank, and he was aBle to take over. It was a very smooth transition. 

Now [J.J Lear Grimmer fo 11 owed Mr. Wa 1 ker, He was new', He came here 

from Chicago. Pete Hilt must have had somebody helping him, you know, 

who could take over Because he had been there a long time. Only Mr. 

Walker's place was different, because Lear didn"t know the zoo, didn't 

know the personnel. But he did very well until he decided to retire at 

an early age, go down and be a beachcomBer. 

HENSON: Did he really? 

MANN: Not really, no, He fell in love with Grand Cayman, whi ch is 

one of the British islands in the Caribbean, and bought pro

perty down there, and built a beautiful home, I haven't heard any news 

of him lately, But I~m sure he's up to something, He's protecting the 

turtles or the parrots. He's interested in conservation, and there are 

plenty of things to conserve down there, that need it. 

[END TAPE II, SIDE I] 


