






Sitka, R. A., Aug 16 [1865]
Dear Professor Baird,


We send by the barque Celara Bell to Victoria V. I. a box containing some specimens from Sitka and some Indian curiosities and some very interesting specimens, which I gathered on the surface of the open sea 300 miles from land.  I have made copious notes on them and think they will prove interesting.

If it should happen to come in your way, to procure any specimens of the Atlantic Ianthina fragilis, aue.? in alcohol, before I get back pray do so, (or any other Ianthinas) as I think I have struck an interesting thing; but will wait, as I may be mistaken.  I have marked on the labels of those specimens which I directly oversaw the collection of, with a “D.” so that I may be able to refer to them again, although the collectors names on the tickets are different.  I have invented a little net to trawl over the stern of a vessel which will work in good weather when she is going six knots; it is after this style.  [Drawing] I have two and they work very well.

I am pitching in, on marine things as hard as I can, and hope to do a good thing, though you doubtless know how many bothers one has on ship board, more especially where red tape and discourtesy flourish as they do on board this vessel, of which I have the honor ? to be surgeon.  Capt. Scammon is the only one who really cares for the work, and he runs red tape like a Chancery Clerk.

Bannister came from Victoria on the Milton Badger.  He was sent back as they heard he would not stand the work.  He’s an awful queer stick and as obstinate as Balaams mule.  He seems to think that to do anything is wrong, whatever it be.  But he is a good boy, though a most Unchristian Christian.  I hope you will excuse mistakes for I am sleepy and Mr. Kennicott is so bothered and badgered, that I want to save him the trouble of writing tho’ my letter will doubtless be far less interesting than his.  B will go to Morton Sound & winter.  Bischoff will stay at Sitka.  He is very nicely fixed for the winter here with an old Deutche Doctor named Toling, who is interested in Botany.  The weather here is very wet.  It rains nearly all the time.  Seldom more than one fine day in ten.  It is a good dredging ground and there are many birds in spring – also a good many nice plants & land snails.  I think not many fish but a great variety of forms of crustaceans.  All the vices of a civilized community are crowded in to this backwoods post.  Licentiousness, gambling, drinking, are carried much farther in proportion than in San Francisco, even.  I hear good accounts of Maynard and Rothrock.  I hope to work on the Californian coast next winter, & will write you at length about it as soon as I get back to Frisco.  Dr. Torrey knows the plants.  I hope I take no liberty in writing this freely to you.

Respectfully yours



Wm. H. Dall.

